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KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2009/2010
Report by the Chairman of the Town Council, Councillor Roy Staddon
The last Municipal Year has been an eventful one in many ways, some happy, some hopeful and one unhappy.
After many years of waiting, the Memorial Park Bandstand was completed, funded solely by the Town Council, at a cost of £100,000. It was said, by a Band Master, that it is acoustically excellent. Our part-time Arts Development worker, Jules Blake, has drawn up a delightful programme of events by community groups, semi-professional and professional artistes throughout the summer months, at weekends.

Keynsham have bigger and better Christmas lights now, at a cost of £5,000 per annum over the next five years.
The Multi-Wheeled Facility has been completed at a total cost of £150,000: £50,000 donated by Cadburys, £25,000 from Town Council funding and £75,000 from a Government Grant under the Play Pathfinders Scheme administered by Bath & N.E. Somerset Council. The Street Art was paid for by the BMX shop in the High Street who have agreed to also pay for the upkeep of the artwork. The young people of Keynsham were involved in the design of this facility and were represented on the Working Party.

The unhappy event was, of course, the closure of Cadburys. The Town Council stood with the workers, the union Unite and the campaigners against this closure. We are sorry to hear that Kraft have reneged on their comments to keep the factory open.
The Town Council has provided grants to local charities and community groups totalling £20,700 and a further £9,000 to specific organisations (e.g. Dial-a-Ride, NE Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau, South Wansdyke Advice Bureau and Totally Maracas. (For a more detailed report please see the Report of the Grants Working Party.)

The Keynsham Music Festival and Victorian Evening were both very successful and heavily supported both financially and physically by the Town Council and the “Keynsham in Bloom” was very successful for its second year, attracting more entrants this year than last.

The Town Council now has its revamped website – www.keynsham-tc.gov.uk which is updated regularly by Town Council staff.
During the year we had many presentations and consultations including the new Tesco Store; proposals for the Precinct and the Town Centre; the Cadbury site plan; the K2 plan for the development of the Keynsham south west site adjoining the woodland and the Town Plan refresh is now in its second stage of producing a questionnaire seeking residents’views on the future of Keynsham. 
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The Town Council has continued its maintenance of the 8 play areas, the multi-sports facility, Manor Road playing fields and football pitches and the Cemetery, especially the listed Chapel. 
The Town Council’s Good Citizens Award, now in its 3rd year continues to attract nominations.
The Town Council continues its role as the “Voice of Keynsham” in its dealings with B&NES and other agencies as well as providing high quality services to the community. It is proud of its status as a Quality Town Council, its newly acquired Power of Wellbeing and a Fair Trade Town and strongly supports the “Keep it Local – Keep it Keynsham”.
Report by Chairman of the Allotments Committee – Councillor Roy Staddon
· The Allotment’s Committee has met twice this municipal year and also the Chairman of the Town Council was invited to attend the AGM of the Allotments Association in February 2010.
· The Clerk reported that the Town Council were trying to get B&NES to include allotment provision via a S106 agreement on the K2 site.
· Fencing on the West Boundary has been discussed in length and the Committee at its last meeting recommended that the Town Council ask B&NES Council to include the boundary as part of a Section 106 agreement on the K2 development.

· 44 people were on the allotment waiting list as at 28th February 2010.

· There is ongoing discussion on the provision of toilet facilities at the site. 
Report by Chairman of the Internal Audit Sub-Committee – Councillor Keith Kirwan

This Sub-Committee was set up in 2007 as a requirement of the annual audit process. The purpose being to conduct an annual review of the effectiveness of the Town Council’s system of internal control; recommending to Town Council that it publishes a statement on internal control each year (statement of assurance) and assessing the scope of the Internal Audit, its independence, competence and audit planning and reporting. The Sub-Committee met in July 2010 when the Action Plan for risk management was agreed, a Review of Internal Audit took place and the Statement of Internal Control recommended for agreement by the Town Council.  
Report by Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor Brian Simmons
The Planning Committee meets every three weeks to consider planning applications forwarded from Bath & NE Somerset Council. The role of the Committee is to provide comment and observations on planning applications.  Bath & NE Somerset Council is the determining authority, but they are obliged to consult the Town Council on planning proposals falling within our boundaries and there is general agreement on the decisions made. 

During the year the Committee considered 134 applications, a decrease of 47 over the last year. Of the 102 decisions received this year, 88% of the Town Council’s decisions agreed with B&NES councils decisions (up 5% on last year).
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Of the applications considered, the Committee objected to 23. The main reasons for objection included:

· Applications that we felt constituted inappropriate development in the Green Belt

(2 applications)

· Proposals that we considered would lead to over-development of the site
(11 applications)




 (9 applications);

· Proposals that, if permitted, would be likely to give rise to potential traffic or access problems (5 applications); and

· Proposals that would be out of keeping with the neighbourhood, and would adversely impact on the character and nature of the area (5 applications).


The Committee has also been consulted on works to trees covered by Preservation Orders or located within the Conservation Area. 

Members attended several briefings in the year for the K2 housing development and Keynsham Town Centre redevelopment.
This year saw the decision being made for the supermarket development on St Johns Court. Tesco’s have now commenced work and plan to complete by the end of the year. 
We continue to host a ‘drop-in’ surgery on a Tuesday morning, when a Planning Officer from Bath & NE Somerset Council is in attendance to give advice and guidance to residents on planning matters.

Report by Chairman of Keynsham Young Peoples Liaison Group  - Councillor Andy Wait

This meeting is attended by representatives of Keynsham Youth, Keynsham Town Council, B&NES Councillors, and Councillors from Saltford Parish Council, Keynsham Police, and representatives from various Keynsham Community Groups and youth workers from B&NES involved in Time Out and detached youth work.

Over the years, the Town Council have increased funding for young people and are  committed to keeping TimeOut open. The Council continue to support the work of the youth service against a continuing background of cuts to the service offered by B&NES.  The Town Council in 2009/10 spent £12 000 on various Youth Projects, these being Play Rangers, Youth Activities, Youth Arts and Detached Youth Work.

The major project for youth this year has been the new multi-wheeled facility which cost £150 000.  This money was made up from £25,000 from the Town Council,

 £75 000 from the Governments Play Pathfinder money and £50 000 from Cadbury’s.  It opened in February 2010 and on Saturday February 27th, I counted 61 young people patiently co-operating and waiting to use the new, much improved facility.  Young people were integral in its design and were involved at every stage.  The future of the BMX track opposite Avon Mill Lane is expected to be short term with the Kraft takeover and this makes the site in the Memorial Park even more valuable.
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This year’s Music Festival had an extra “open mike” facility for the young musicians of Keynsham who were making their first faltering steps on the way to becoming rock star 
millionaires.  I’m sure that they will remember that it was the Town Council who provided them with their first live stage performance and repay us in the years to come! (Well, I can dream!)  There was also a Battle of the Bands type competition throughout the year, the winners of which performed on the Time Out Stage at the Festival.

Keynsham is also lucky to be blessed with a number of volunteers and workers from other services such as the Police, Town Councillors, Community Action Groups, uniformed organisations, Churches Together and others who are all trying to work with young people.  St John’s Church in particular is hoping to become much more actively involved with young people with the appointment of a permanent full time youth leader.  The Town Council will cooperate with any and all organisations who desire to work with the youth of Keynsham.  I strongly believe that working with young people and giving them opportunities is essential for a healthy community in Keynsham.

Report by Chairman of  the Arts Working Party, Councillor Tony Crouch

The Arts Working Party includes representatives from Keynsham Town Council, B&NES and nesa with the post of the Keynsham Arts Development worker, Jules Blake being funded mostly by the Town Council with a contribution from B&NES. There will be a challenge for the Town Council from the year 2011/12 onwards when we know that B&NES will be reducing funding available to the Arts as they in turn are financially challenged by the economic downturn.

Jules post is 12 hours a week. When she began in June 2008 she conducted an initial 3-month consultation with the local community, from this consultation she produced the Keynsham Arts Plan 2009-2011. Over the past year Jules has responded to Keynsham’s cultural and artistic needs by developing a strategic plan of short term and long-term projects. 

Jules has done the following in the last year:- 

Delivered a series of arts projects run by local artists, targeted at people who may have challenges accessing mainstream arts and leisure provision.
 Arts Advice Surgeries for people/groups at all stages of their artistic careers, supporting and encouraging  the development  of the cultural economy in Keynsham.

Co-ordinating and programming the events and performances for the KTC Bandstand. 
Network and sharing forum events - promoting a cohesive approach to developing a cultural community in Keynsham.
The Arts Newsletter- promoting arts opportunities in and around Keynsham to local residents and the wider community.
KTC Arts Development  initial set up groups/projects, supported them to independently run organisations inc  'Dance your Body Awake', ‘Roundabout Arts’ Trail, ‘Keynsham Film Works’.
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Raising the profile of the arts cultural community by promoting and supporting local venues that host arts activities, local artists/groups and projects, including the development of arts stalls at the Farmers Market, exhibition spaces in cafes, shops and empty venues.

‘Show and Tell Scheme’- An audience development project, offering free tickets for shows, participants produce reviews of shows. A wide variety of local and regional arts venues. Inc Bristol Old Vic, Theatre Royal and Bath Fringe Festival offer complimentary tickets. 

Developing a pilot project for May 2010 ‘Keynsham Creates’. A large-scale community led arts project that aims to promote local artists and arts events to the local and wider community. Jules has set up a series of arts events and workshops throughout May for local residents to participate in.
Information Sections about KTC Arts Development  Service on the KTC Website (including the Arts Newsletters and the Keynsham Arts Plan 2009-2011). 

For more information  on arts development you can contact Jules-arts@keynsham-tc.gov.uk
Report by Chairman of the Grants Working Party, Councillor Roy Staddon
The Town Council continues to make funds available by means of a grant to local voluntary sector groups who work for the benefit of Keynsham residents. 

The Working Party met in June 2009 to consider applications for financial assistance and recommended that grants of £20,700 be awarded to 37 organisations. The following applicants benefited from a grant:-

Abbeyfield Keynsham & Saltford Society,Avon Wildlife Trust, Baby Comes Too, Base Cafe – Churches Together, Bath & District Cruse Bereavement, Bristol History and Arch. Society, Churches Together, First Keynsham Scout Group, Focus Counselling, Friends of Manor Road Woodland, Fry Club Netball, Frys Hockey Club, Girlguiding Keynsham Branch, Hop, Skip & Jump, J N Fear Hall, KECSAG, Keynsham & District Mencap, Keynsham Baptist Church, Keynsham Bowling Club, Keynsham Explorer Scout Unit, Keynsham Film Works, Keynsham Heritage Trust, ,Keynsham Light Opera Group,  Keynsham Methodist Church, Keynsham Orchestra, Keynsham Rugby Football Club, Keynsham South Forum, Off-the-Record B&NES, Quarriers, Queens Road Methodist Church pre-school, Research Institute for the Care of the Elderly, RICE, St. Dunstans Church, St. Francis Church and Community Craft,St. Francis Church, St. Johns Church, Keynsham Twinning Association, TGI Tots – Elim Church.    
In addition to the above SWAN Advice Bureau, Keynsham Citizens Advice Bureau, Keynsham Fairtrade Group, Dial-a-Ride and Totally Maracas continue to receive grants.

In July 2009 the Town Council held a Grants Presentation Evening at St. John’s Church Hall where many of the successful organisations received their awards and were able to give a short talk about their group’s activities in Keynsham.
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The Working Party has already met in March this year in preparation for the 2010 Grants process to again support local voluntary sector organisations. Applications forms will be available from the Town Council office with the closing date for completed application forms being 14th May 2010. 
Report by Chairman of the Keynsham Market Working Party, Councillor Brian Simmons
The Keynsham Market Working Party was formed in May 2004 and the group includes members of Keynsham Town Council, Bath & N.E. Somerset Council, Keynsham Business Association and Somerset Farmers Markets.

The Market has been running since October 2004, on the second Saturday of each month, and is now held outside in The Centre, by the Clock Tower from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Somerset Farmers Market run the Market with advice and support from the Working Party, which meets 3 times a year to monitor progress and the Market celebrated its Fifth Anniversary in October.

The relocation to outside has seen an increase in the footfall and there are now up to 14 stalls  selling local produce including cheese, meat, locally grown vegetables, artisan pies and pastries, baked goods and free range eggs. There has been music at all the events with a Jazz Band and Irish Folk Music. The Town Council has agreed to fund £600 towards the provision of music at the Market during the 2010/2011 financial year. 
April 2010 
Town Clerk Elaine Giles
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