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MINS TOWN COUNCIL (ANNUAL MEET)

11TH MAY 2010


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 11th May 2010  at 7.30pm in the Town Hall, Keynsham

PRESENT:

Councillor R Staddon – Chairman




Councillors  D Brassington, R Clark, T Crouch, C Davis, C Fricker, 




G Hellier,C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons




and C Tucker

IN ATTENDANCE:
E A Giles –Town Clerk




J Swift – Deputy Town Clerk

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2010/2011


Councillor Hellier proposed that Councillor R Staddon be elected as Chairman of the 
Council for 2010/2011 and this was seconded by Councillor Tucker. There were no 
further nominations. The vote in favour was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That Councillor R Staddon be elected Chairman of the Council for the municipal year 
2010/2011. The Chairman signed his Acceptance of Office.

2.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2010/2011

Councillor B Simmons proposed Councillor G Hellier and this was seconded by 
Councillor Davis. There were no further nominations. The vote in favour was 
unanimous.

RESOLVED:

That Councillor G Hellier be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the municipal 
year 2010/2011. The Vice Chairman signed her Acceptance of Office.
3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors S Gill (fall) and A Wait (meeting).

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority(Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).

Councillor T Crouch declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 22 (Keynsham Parish Youth and Mission Centre), he took no part in the debate and did not vote.
5.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That  the minutes of the Town Council  meeting held on 12th April 2010 be confirmed 
as a true record and be signed by  the Chairman.

6.
TRANSFER OF LEISURE FACILITIES IN KEYNSHAM TO WELLSWAY  SCHOOL

The Chairman welcomed Mr Lawrence of B&NES and invited him to speak to the 
Council.

Mr Lawrence thanked the Council for giving him the opportunity to talk to them. Two years ago B&NES commissioned consultants to look at the sports facilities in the District prior to the formation of a Facility Strategy. The report said that the sports centres in Bath and Midsomer Norton would need some investment to bring them up to present day requirements but that Keynsham would need a radical overhaul in 
the next 4/5 years. Wellsway School is to get investment from Sport England to build 
a new 4 badminton court sports hall. In the meantime the leisure team have been looking at alternative venues for a new sports hall/swimming pool. Sites looked at were Cadbury’s and the school site.

If the facility is transferred to Wellsway then a larger, 6 badminton court sports hall could be built, which would provide competition facilities at not much increased cost and there would be economies of scale on management costs. A smaller hall would not be suitable for community use. If this option was taken then the resiting of the swimming pool would go ahead at a later date. At present B&NES are working on plans for the two options and it is anticipated that a planning application will be made within the next month. However, only one would go forward as the money from Sport England has to be spent by March 2011. 

Mr Lawrence said that he wanted to know what the Town Council’s aspirations for 
sports provision in Keynsham was and also would they support using the S106 
money from Tesco to fund the shortfall in funding for the larger build?


The following concerns were raised;


i)
The S106 money was allocated for a community centre not a sports facility 

and many people in the town would be angry at its use in this way.


ii)
Issues over access to the site, parking (already a problem), and those 


residents of Keynsham North and South wards who do not have cars, being 

able to get to the new facility because of the lack of public transport. Mr 


Lawrence replied that the transport team were looking at access to the site 

via Bath Road.


iii)
If the two Keynsham secondary schools are amalgamated would there be 

enough room on the site for everything? Yes there would.


iv)
Where does planning policy on siting facilities in town centres come into this? 

Mr Lawrence said that it made little difference to usage where the facility was, 

the critical factor was the standard of the facility, Writhlington School being a 

good example of how this works.

v)
If the larger facility is built will this be able to have joint use? Yes.


It was agreed that Mr Lawrence would inform the Town Clerk of the date that he 
needed a response and then the Council may need to have a special meeting to 
discuss this matter.

7.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

See attached schedule.

8.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES
Allotments Committee - Councillor Hellier proposed Councillor Staddon and this was seconded by Councillor Crouch. The vote in favour was unanimous.

Grants Working Party - Councillor Hellier proposed Councillor Staddon and this was 
seconded by Councillor Crouch. The vote in favour was unanimous.
Internal Audit Sub-Committee - Councillor Crouch proposed Councillor K Kirwan and this was seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote in favour was unanimous.

Personnel Sub- Committee - Councillor Crouch proposed Councillor Hellier and this 
was seconded by Councillor Staddon. The vote in favour was unanimous.

Planning Committee - Councillor Tucker proposed Councillor Crouch and this was 
seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote in favour was unanimous.

RESOLVED:

That the above be elected Chairman of the relevant committees, sub-committees and 
working parties for the municipal year 2010/2011.

9.
APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES – 2010/2011

See attached list.
10.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

11.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman had two announcements: 
(i) He reported that he and the Clerk had contacted Sharp Letts regarding allotments that they were advertising at Dapps Hill. 
Unfortunately there would only be 8 plots and the company were looking to charge over £200 per plot.
(ii)
Members of the Keynsham Collection are looking to form a steering group to organise community activities around the collection. The inaugural meeting will be on 24th May 2010 at 7.45pm in Keynsham Library. Everyone is welcome.
12.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY  MEMBERS

There were none.
13.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee (11th April 2010), Multi-wheel WP (14th 
April 2010) and Keynsham in Bloom WP (15th April 2010) be received.

14.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – 26TH APRIL 2010 

The Lib Dems asked that Councillor Wait’s vote of thanks to the Clerk and the 
Chairman’s agreement to the vote of thanks be included in the minutes.


RESOLVED:

With the above amendment the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting be received 
and noted.

15.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

RESOLVED:

That the annual subscriptions listed in the agenda be agreed with the exception of 
Community Action, which is in the process of being wound up.
16.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTHS 13 (MARCH 10) AND 1 (APRIL 10)

The Lib Dems had asked the following questions;


Direct Debits 010310 & 010410 – University of Gloucestershire - Now Jo Swift had  
completed her course will these payments stop from May? No the final payment is in 
July as we did not start paying until Dec 08 (as opposed to Sept 08).


CN 329 – Do we normally pay 5 months of bills to Churches for papers? No they just 
forgot to send in the bills on this occasion.


CN 336 – What is the power Wagon? Trolley for Gary’s use at the Cemetery.


CN 1724 – What is the farm jack for? Is it a replacement or a new item? It is new and 
a safer way of removing the goal posts at Manor Road.

CN 1727 – Why was it necessary to replace the notice board at Teviot? Because it  was vandalised.

It appears that the second page of April’s Schedule of Accounts is missing. We can’t find an
entry for £3300 in respect of Ellis Whittam. The Clerk apologised and advised that there were only 5 entries on this page and she would  bring the sheet to the meeting.

There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts for months 12 (March 10) and 1 (April 10) be 
approved.

17.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTHS 12 (MARCH 10) AND 1 (APRIL 10)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions:

Does the HMRC incentive payment create more or less work for the staff? (March) 
No as this is done on line.


Is the payment from B&NES in respect of housing advice surgeries for the year 
2010/11? (April) Yes it was.


There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliations for months 12 (March 10) and 1 (April10) be received 
and noted.

18.
PETTY CASH  EXPENDITURE – MONTHS 12 (MARCH 10) AND 1 (APRIL 10)

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for months 12 (March 10) and 1 (April 10) be 
approved.

19.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTHS 12 (MARCH 10) AND 1 (APRIL 10)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions:
Can you give us an up to date position on the reserves at the end of year 2009/10? The Clerk advised that the earmarked reserves were as agreed at the Council meeting in March. The figure for the general reserve will not be known until the accounts come back from the accountants.
4010 – Recruitment already over budget, we thought the Council had allowed extra for the 
vacancy. There is £3,000 in earmarked reserves for this.


There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring for months 12 (March 10) and 1 (April 10) be received 
and noted.

20.
UNPAID DEBT

Councillor Hellier asked for the amount of the write off. The Clerk replied that it was 
£390. The report was noted.

21.
APPOINTMENT OF RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER (RFO)
Councillor Crouch proposed that the Deputy Town Clerk be appointed temporary RFO until the new Town Clerk is in post. This was seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote in favour was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be agreed.

22.
KEYNSHAM PARISH YOUTH AND MISSION CENTRE
After a short discussion Councillor Hellier asked if there was sufficient money in the Power of Well Being Budget. The Clerk replied that there was. Councillor Hellier then proposed that the £5,000 asked for be taken from that budget. Councillor B Simmons seconded the motion. The vote was 12 in favour, none against and one abstention.


RESOLVED:

That the request for £5,000 towards the new Youth and Mission Centre be agreed.

23.
REQUEST FROM RESIDENT – PARK  ROAD PLAY  AREA

After a short discussion Councillor Crouch proposed that the request be refused. This 
was seconded by Councillor Davis. The vote in favour was unanimous (of those 
present. Councillor Brassington was temporarily out of the room).


RESOLVED:

That the request be refused.

24.
KENNET AND AVON 200 – ROUNDELS

After a discussion it was agreed that the Council would maintain its original £500 
grant.

25.
STAFF HANDBOOK

The report was noted.

26.
KEYNSHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Councillor K Simmons reported that in the year that she had been attending the 
meetings the Association’s new members were making an impact, raising the profile 
and putting new social activities into the programme. They have also agreed to give 
some of their funds to good causes. There will be a Bastille Celebration meal at 
Compton Dando village hall on 10th July, the funds raised will go to Dorothy House 
and all are welcome to attend.
The French twinners will be over from 23-28th September 2010 and they would like the Chairman of the Town Council to attend one of the functions and he agreed to do this.

Finally the Association had used the Town Council grant to set up a web site, 
www.keynshamtwinning.org
27.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

It was noted that this report covered the Easter holidays.

28.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

There was none.

29.
INFORMATION ITEMS

It was suggested that the item from the Woodland Trust be passed to the Keynsham 
South Forum.


RESOLVED:

That the information items listed in the agenda be noted.

30.
UPDATE ON RETIREMENT OF TOWN CLERK

The Chairman informed Members that there had been 25 applications received and 
the shortlisting process would take place on Tuesday 18th May with interviews in 
June.


The Chairman took  the opportunity to  thank the Town Clerk for her efficient, loyal 
and hard work over the last eight years and to present her, on behalf of all  
Councillors two framed prints of old Keynsham. The Clerk thanked the Members and 
said she had enjoyed her time in Keynsham.
31.
DATE OF NEXT  MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be Tuesday 15th June 2010.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. There were no members of the public present.
SIGNED......................................................................................DATE.......................................


(CHAIRMAN)

