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22nd September 11 


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Keynsham Young People’s Liaison Group held on Thursday 22nd September 2011 at  7.00pm in the Town Council Offices
PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, G. Hellier, L O’Brien, K Simmons, Phyllis Cook (Keynsham South Forum), Dan Crouch (St. Johns Youth) and Kim Johnson (Saltford Parish Council) and Councillor A Hale (B&NES Council).
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jo Swift – Town Clerk, Mark Willcox – Youth Worker, Keynsham Town Council  and Councillors C. Fricker and R Staddon.
11.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor C Davis.
12.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RECOMMENDED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

13.
POSSIBLE PROSPECTS TO INCLUDE YOUNG PEOPLE IN ACTIVITIES
Councillor L O’Brien discussed the possibility of working with Keynsham Twinning on an exchange with young people. Benefits to the young people could be very positive especially to those that had never been abroad before. The experience would widen their knowledge and understanding of other countries. Mark and Dan were asked if they thought this was a good idea and if it would work – yes, Mark said it would be an idea to start with communication such as Skype and to link it with an event such as Bastille Day (14th July). Dan agreed. 
Communicating would be a start with a view to an exchange. It was also mentioned that the young people coming to Keynsham would need a decent intinery. A question was asked about funding for those who couldn’t finance themselves – there are grants available for the disadvantaged.  All agreed. Lisa to liaise and organise for Dan, Mark and Carol (from Twining) to meet and discuss further. 
It was agreed that this item go back on the agenda for the next meeting for an update on the situation. 

14.
YOUTH WORK PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS
(i)
Mark reported that the football sessions in the summer had been a huge success and he hoped to repeat them. More top soil is needed and hopefully B&NES Council will be able to help with this. Mark is hoping to get Keynsham Football Club more involved in the future. A comment was made that it was pleasing to see the football pitch being used and everyone agreed that the football project had been very successful. Mark also spoke about the recent Geocaching project that had also been a success. 

(ii)
Dan reported on @1, the young people wanted a Milkshake Bar; this will be opening on 4th October and will be open from 4pm to 6pm on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Publicity has been done. Dan reported that from the dance project that Sarah did at the Youth Fest a weekly dancing group has been set up. October will be about increasing the profile and focusing their intentions @1. Lots of events have been planned for October. Dan mentioned that his hours had been reduced by 20%. Dan also spoke about music projects that had happened and the plans for more.
Kim from Saltford Parish Council reported that there was no provision for young people in Saltford but that the Council were keen to work towards providing something and suggested maybe a possibility of working in partnership with Dan and Mark. 
Jo mentioned that Councillors from Paulton Parish Council were visiting TimeOut in October with a view to starting a youth club in Paulton as they also want to provide  Youth provision in their parish.

Councillor R Staddon left for another meeting at 7.45pm.
15.
SEEKING YOUNG PEOPLES OPINIONS

Mark said he wanted to try and encourage some young people to attend the meetings and become reps by speaking to other young people and reporting back. It is hoped that some young people are able to come to the next meeting. 
The conversation led onto the possibility of a Young People Council in Keynsham. It was felt that this could start by being issue based but results would have to be seen for it to be a success. It was suggested that comments from the Town Plan could be used but unfortunately a lot of contacts were left off the questionnaires.
16.
SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS FOR FUTURE YOUTH PROJECTS/WORK

Battle of the Bands was suggested as it was felt that music was always popular. Supporting music activities, not necessarily just at Keynsham Town Council events. A Battle of the Bands was done very successfully 18 months ago, Mark to contact Joe Iles. Another suggestion was that young people could make music and sell the CD’s. Dan said that the Milkshake Bar would be able to display photography and CD’s etc of young people’s work that would be available for purchase. 

Mark talked about producing a newsletter that would include all the youth activities in Keynsham.

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
That the date of the next meeting be Thursday 8th December 2011 commencing at 6.30pm for  officers and members of Keynsham Town Council and 7.30 pm for other Group members.

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.


Signed: ........................................................ Date: ..................................................




(Chairman)
