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MINS. YPLG

23rd September 2010


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Keynsham Young People’s Liaison Group held on Thursday 23rd September July 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Town Council Offices
PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, R Staddon, G Hellier and A Wait (Keynsham Town Council), Dan Crouch (St Johns youth worker), Mark Willcox (B&NES Youth Service) Councillor D Speirs (B&NES Councillor), Sergeant Alison Norman, Kelly Duckett and 2 young people (TimeOut).
IN ATTENDANCE:
Dawn Drury – Deputy Town Clerk

9.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


None received

10.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th July 2010 be approved as a correct 
record and be signed by the Chairman.

The Chairman requested that it be noted that Councillor Speirs position is as B&NES representative and not Paulton Parish Councillor as shown on the agenda and that Dan Crouch (St Johns youth worker) should be added to the list of recipients on future agendas.
The Chairman requested that item 4 on the agenda be dealt with first as Kelly and the young people present were only able to stay for a short time and that David Speirs (B&NES Councillor) should have a speaking slot.  This was agreed.
11.
YOUTH WORK PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS


Kelly gave an overview of the work that she and Amy had been doing with the young people this included:
· A picnic in Kelston Park

· Organising a football match between the young people and the local police force

· Jointly withTime Out and the young people organising a residential trip to Skem Lodge (5th – 7th November 2010)

· Recent drumming sessions concluded with a performance at the young people’s appreciation ceremony in October.
Future plans include:

· Dance therapy sessions to be held by Body Echo (October to March) 

· In December, some Christmas cooking is planned and works on gaining food hygiene certificates.   Time Out plan to cook a Christmas meal and invite along elderly residents, It was suggested that they may like to consider using Carpenters Lane Community Centre as a venue and Councillor Staddon agreed to investigate this possibility.  Mark will let him know the exact date.
A late breakfast session was held one Thursday after the G.C.S.E. results were released.  The young people were able to practice their cooking skills and also seek advice from Connexions Personal Advisors and Youth Workers regarding matters such as training opportunities, college and employment opportunities.  
From May – September, a ‘Bulletproof Anti-Bullying and Confidence’ building course was held which was led by Bath & North East Somerset Council Youth Service in partnership with Kidscape (anti bullying organisation).  Mark reported that 6 young people attended the whole course, it was a very good project and that they hoped to do again.
Time Out was only shut for one week over the summer holiday and attendance was good. A timetable for the next three months was attached to a report which was available to all at the meeting.  A reduction in staff was reported as the temporary contracts finish at the end of September (a loss of 17.5 hours) and carrying on 5 sessions a week maybe difficult in the future. In order to keep staff ratios at an acceptable level it is intended to use some Cadbury’s funding (which they have until March 2012) to pay for artists to come in and assist with project nights, such as:

· Production of a recipe book

· Textiles

· Photography

Mark will check that the Cadbury’s funding is for flexible use.
Councillor Staddon reported that he had received an apology for the disruption (outside the Town Hall at the last Town Council meeting) created during a protest at the possibility of Time Out having to close.  A further protest took place at the Guildhall bath this was reported on by the Chronicle and by HTV.
Amanda Leonard (Tesco’s Community Champion) had visited Time Out and that Tesco may help with the purchase of cake making ingredients.
A request that on future agendas a report by Dan Crouch (St Johns youth worker) be added.  The Chairman agreed to this request and asked Dan if he would like to give a report at this meeting.

12.
REPORT BY DAN CROUCH (ST JOHNS YOUTH WORKER)
Dan reported that there was a capital project to purchase the Old Rectory as a youth and mission centre.  To date approximately £15,000 has been spent on renovations. So far approximately £110k has been raised and £315k is needed to get it open and functioning.  Future fundraising activities include:

Farm walks at Elm Farm, Burnett, a Christmas raffle and an audience with Terry Waite.  The vision for the youth centre is to compliment the services that Time Out offer and that they hope to run open sessions at least half the time they will be open.  Dan reported that he had been working with Mark, Val and Paula on a programme.  

13.
SEEKING YOUNG PEOPLE’S OPINIONS
The young people commented that they use Time Out less during the Summer as they use the multi-wheel facility.  As evenings get dark earlier they like to use Time Out as it is safer, they have the opportunity to meet new friends, chat with the youth workers and enjoy activities such as playing pool and film making.  
14.
CELEBRATION OF KEYSHAM YOUTH
Councillor Staddon explained to the group the intention of holding an extended/wider version of the event that opened the new multi wheel facility and that all local youth organisations (Scouts, the ATC, St.John’s Ambulance etc.) would be invited along to do displays and show of their skills.  Also, that the Bandstand would be used as a stage for young musicians and school bands to perform.  Possibly, dance groups could also perform. The event is planned for May/June 2011.  The young people asked if there would be exhibitions at the multi wheel facility and Councillor Staddon confirmed this and advised that at the last sub working party group meeting a decision had been made to change the name of the event from Celebration of Keynsham Youth to Keynsham Youth Fest.  The young people at the meeting thought that this was a much better title, as it was shorter.
15.
REPORT BY COUNCILLOR SPEIRS (B&NES COUNCILLOR)
Councillor Speirs reported on the cuts to the Youth Service, the proposed options in the consultation and confirmed that officers were favouring option 1 with 3 hub youth centres being used in the future, it was unlikely that there would be centre in Keynsham and there may only be mobile provision provided. The young people at the meeting were concerned that there would be no where to meet. Using other local halls was suggested and the young people commented that everyone knew where Time Out was located and using other places would not be the same.  Sergeant Norman commented that Time Out provided a service for those youths that would not normally attend other organisations (scouts and guides) and that this facility made it easier for them when patrolling.  Councillor Speirs asked Sergeant Norman if she would speak to her superior and for her to request that they give their opinion in respect of the option to B&NES.
Councillor Wait thanked Councillor Speirs for attending and invited him along to the next meeting.

16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
That the date of the next meeting be Thursday 9th December 2010 at 7.30 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.


Signed: ........................................................ Date: ..................................................




(Chairman)
