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KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Keynsham Town Centre Management Working Party held on Monday 3rd October at 10.00am in the Town Council Offices

PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, B Jenkins, R Staddon (KTC), Councillor C Gerrish (B&NES Council) M Barrow and J Sawyer (Churches Together), L Young (Keynsham Business Association), R Ward (Stronger Communities Manager, B&NES), S Dixon (B&NES Council).
IN ATTENDANCE:
J Swift (Town Clerk) and Councillor G Hellier
1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

M Barrow proposed Councillor T Crouch and this was seconded by Councillor 
R Staddon. All agreed.


RESOLVED:

That Councillor Crouch be elected Chairman of the group for the municipal year 2011-12.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor L O’Brien.
3.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
That the minutes of the Town Centre Management Working Party held on 11th July 2011be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


To  receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No 1159 including paragraph 12 (2).

There were none.

5.
RE- DEVELOPMENT OF TOWN CENTRE – UPDATE
At the last meeting it had been agreed to invite Paul Crossley (leader of the Council) along to discuss this item, he was unable to attend this meeting but has said that he will attend the next one.

The Exhibition has been successful and well attended. Talks are taking place with various stores and it is planned that agreements in principle will be in place by December. There is to be further consultation in November. Some issues and concerns about highway and traffic have been raised by Councillors. Everyone present agreed that the infrastructure has to be sorted out prior to the re-development.
6.
B&NES STRONGER COMMUNITIES MANAGER – report previously circulated.
Rachel Ward requested feedback on the Food Festival. Everyone said that it was positive; any event that brings people into Keynsham is good. It was suggested that there was a requirement for more marketing/advertising of the event and that the sound system needed to be louder. It worked well having it as part of the Farmers Market. The Pizza making for the children was a success.
Recently there has been a meeting about trying to make Keynsham a plastic bag free town. The meeting was poorly attended and not one trader was there. It was reported that many of the businesses in Keynsham now ask their customer if they need a bag rather than automatically handing one out. It was felt that being plastic bag free would not only be good for the environment but it would also be positive publicity for the town. It was mentioned that this was not a B&NES Council initiative but was being led by Transition Keynsham.
It was requested that a resolution from the Working Party to support the reduction of plastic bags be put forward. All agreed.

RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Council support Keynsham in the reduction of plastic bags in the town.

7.
TOWN PLAN – UPDATE
The sub groups have produced action points on the various subject headings. The results are in and have recently been checked, once this has been finalised a meeting will be called to take the Town Plan to the next stage. 
8.
SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM
It was felt that B&NES Council did an excellent job with the hanging baskets and troughs this year. The group all agreed that Ed Sant did fantastic work at Old Vicarage Green and that the Manor Road Woodland also did. Appreciation and thanks went to those groups and it was acknowledged that they are voluntary groups. All agreed that Rob Brooke also was invaluable offering advice and support.
9.
CAR PARKING ISSUES IN KEYNSHAM
Mike Barrow went through the report he had written. This item was discussed in great length and detail. Mike felt that the report done by B&NES Council was not satisfactory and really only stated the obvious. Keynsham caters well for short term car parking but not for those who want 3-4 hours. Ashton Way is often fairly empty now since Tesco’s arrived offering 2 hours free car parking.

A point was made that the traders were offered permits for the Lower Civic Centre but no permits were taken up, cost could be an issue. B&NES Council have cut back on who gets a permit which has left that car park empty and it was felt that this was misused and badly managed and should be looked into.

Councillor Gerrish said that he would take the views and issues discussed to Car Parking Services.

It was also felt that consideration regarding car parking issues needs to be looked at with the new development.

In summary Mike Barrow said that the two areas that needed looking into were 
(i) middle term parking and (ii) abuse of the lower parking in the Civic Centre.

Mike Barrow was thanked for the detailed report that he had written.
10.
CURRENT TOPICAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE TOWN CENTRE

· Who owns the land by the Bank and Tescos – Deeley Freed, a planning application has gone in for this area.
· Rachel reported that she has been doing her job for 10 years (Stronger Communities Manager) and the anniversary was on the day of the Food Festival.
· More shops have gone – Keynsham Pet and Garden Shop.
· A few more are hoped to attend the Keynsham Business Association meetings – new solicitors FDC Law.
11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

That the next meeting of the Working Party be held on Monday 9th January 2012 at 10.00am

The meeting closed at 11.40am

SIGNED.................................................. (Chairman)   DATE....................................................

