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8th December 11 


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Keynsham Young People’s Liaison Group held on Thursday 8th December 2011 at 7.00pm in the Town Council Offices
PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, C Davis, G. Hellier, K Simmons, Dan Crouch (St. Johns Youth) and Kim Johnson (Saltford Parish Council) and Michelle Jenner.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jo Swift – Town Clerk, Mark Willcox – Youth Worker, Keynsham Town Council , P.C. Armitage (Keynsham Police) and Councillors C. Fricker and R Staddon.
18.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor L O’Brien (KTC), Phyllis Cook (Keynsham South Forum), and Councillor A Hale (B&NES Council).
19.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

20.
WORKING WITH SALTFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Mark and Kim have a meeting arranged for 19th December for an initial dialogue, so therefore nothing to report at this stage. Kim was asked what are the aims of Saltford Parish Council?. They are looking for any possible partnerships as there is nothing in Saltford for the provision of youth. 10% of young people that attend TimeOut come from Saltford. 
21.
MULTI AGENCY WORKING
The Town Clerk talked about this item and explained the proposal. It was mentioned that it was important that the Town Council have editorial control. It was felt that it wasn’t necessary to send to every household in Keynsham. The two young people present thought it was a good idea to provide information via a newsletter. They attend Wellsway School and just get told about serious issues rather than more ‘fun stuff’. It was thought that the school would be interested in distributing the newsletter. The newsletter could be done electronically. Callum and Jordan said they would be interested in being the link between the school and the multi agencies. All agreed to the recommendation.

RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Council produces a Youth Newsletter in partnership with other youth agencies and shares the cost of producing it.

22.
TWINNING PROJECT DATE
An email was passed around – a summary of a recent meeting with the Twinning Group. 

‘a) It will be desirable to work through groups: Dan - St John's Youth Club and Youth Choir, Mark - Keynsham Juniors' Football club and TimeOut Youth Club. We will also aim to engage with Broadlands School and Lisa will address this early next term
b) 'Twinning' activity may involve use of technology (e-mail, facebook, twitter, Skype) and exchange accommodation will probably see our young people stay in hostels or camping accommodation.
c) Carole will involve Debbie (youth worker) and young people from Filton who have had experience of Twinning Activities
d) Carole and Lisa will explore possible group contacts in Libourne, focussing on sports clubs, church groups and senior schools
e) Possible funding avenues will be explored during Spring 2012 for possible exchange activity (Summer 2012 - football world cup, Olympics) or 2013 ( more time to plan!)
f) A 'think-tank' social evening is being arranged for 31st January, venue @1 with Dan and Mark bringing along 4 youngsters from each group and Carole arranging for Debbie to bring along four youngsters from Filton. Lisa and Carole will arrange for some refreshments. There will be a short presentation of a video of Filton youth twinning activity with subsequent discussion groups to tease out what the young people think of some ideas/their own view on how they might engage with this.
 
We felt that initially, we needed to establish what our youngsters felt about getting involved with 'A French Connection', thereafter slowly spreading the message that this could be fun - overseas experience, meet new people etc’.
23.
YOUTH WORK PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS
i) Mark provided an update on TimeOut youth work programmes and projects - football project, night fishing, using the old Peacocks store as space for a photography project. Change of TimeOut openings due to the staff going to college, Job Start has started which involves working with Neets and providing them with opportunities. 
Michelle Jenner who works for Sirona spoke about this work and the benefits. Placements providing work opportunities at Charlton house and Hawthorns have been set up, this work can then be put on cvs plus references can be provided. Some mandatory training is also required e.g. first aid. Placements can be 3 months long. Hours are flexible. There are also placements with parks etc offering grounds maintenance type of work. Sports and active lifestyle also offering opportunities – coaches, engaging young people. Linked up with Community @67. Everyone thought the project sounded very positive and everyone supported it.  
ii) 
Dan provided an update on St Johns youth work group work programmes and projects. A flyer was produced which were distributed at the Victorian Evening. The flyer was passed around to those present. The flyer details all the activities etc. that @One provide. The dance group is increasing in numbers; they are presently working towards doing something at the Youth Fest. Now getting young people in that aren’t connected with the Church. Getting involved with some of the work that the detached team are doing. Dan meets with Mark on a regular basis – joint approaches to training, share costs etc.

Is @One a drop in or structured? The milkshake bar is more of a drop in but the other slots tend to be structured, trying hard not to duplicate what TimeOut is doing. Eventually it will be a homework base with computer access. Big challenge presently is marketing.

24.
SEEKING YOUNG PEOPLES OPINIONS
Callum and Jordon (young people) were present and talked about a petition they are organising for lights around the skate park. It was suggested that the petition be formally presented to the Town Council. B&NES Council would be responsible for lighting the whole of the park. The police would support lighting at the skateboard park. Would it help with problems? Yes it does reduce any issues that there may be. Lights on timers would be preferable to 9pm. When the petition is complete Callum and/or Jordon will present it to the Town Council.
25.
SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS FOR FUTURE YOUTH PROJECTS/WORK
No further ideas or suggestions were presented as there is already so much going on presently, it was suggested that the agenda item be removed but it was felt that it was an opportunity for people to come forward with suggestions and ideas. Mark requested that there be some targeted work for young people that were being a bit troublesome; could the police work with a small group to engage them in something? Some thought will be given to this.

A very critical piece had been posted on the Keynsham People Website regarding a recent situation outside of TimeOut. The situation was spoken about; it was controlled and dealt with very quickly. There is no further cause for concerns as the situation had been dealt with and was resolved very quickly.

Football coaching will not be on during the Christmas holidays, the police reported that calls in that area have dropped and the football sessions were successful. Next planned football sessions will be at Easter.
26.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
That the date of the next meeting be Thursday 15th March 2012 commencing at 6.00pm for  officers and members of Keynsham Town Council and 7.00 pm for other Group members.

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.


Signed: ........................................................ Date: ..................................................




(Chairman)

