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MINS. YPLG

9th December 2010


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Keynsham Young People’s Liaison Group held on Thursday 9th December 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Town Council Offices
PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, , G Hellier and A Wait (Keynsham Town Council), Councillor C Gerrish and D Speirs (B&NES Councillors), Dan Crouch (St Johns Youth Worker), Mark Willcox (B&NES Youth Service) , Amy Hughes and 4 young people (TimeOut).
IN ATTENDANCE:
Dawn Drury – Deputy Town Clerk

17.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors R Staddon and B Simmons, Phyllis Cook (Keynsham South Forum) and Sergeant Alison Norman. 
18.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Chairman requested that minute 12 (page 2) should be amended to read ‘Dan reported that he had been talking with Mark regarding a programme’ and should not read ‘Dan reported that he had been working with Mark, Val and Paula on a programme’.

RESOLVED:
That, with the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2010 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman
It was also requested that Dan’s name be included on the agenda summons and also that he be allocated an item to speak under Youth Work Programme and Projects on future agendas.

19.
YOUTH FEST – Update

Councillor Hellier reported that it was hoped that this would be an annual event to commemorate the opening of the multi-wheeled facility.  The date proposed for the event was Sunday 15th May 2011and it is envisaged that this will be a small scale event that local youth organisations will be invited along to in order that they can promote their organisation and the young people can show off their skills.  The list of organisations in the report was considered and the following additions were suggested; Keynsham Girls Football Team, Fry’s Youth Hockey.


The Co-operative was a further suggestion as a possible sponsor.
20.
YOUTH WORK PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS


Timeout

Mark presented the members with a substantial Timeout and Keynsham Detached Report (October – December 2010) and drew the groups attention to young people’s views and comments regarding Timeout on the front cover.
Amy gave an overview of the work that she and Kelly had been doing with the young people this included:
· A site meeting with Regenerate and some young people in Queens Road wherein they considered ideas of how they could improve the area and change things in Keynsham.  Suggestions included clearing glass from Tintagel Close and setting up some young people’s football teams
· Thorpe Park trip

· Organising a football match between the young people and the local PSCOs
· Residential trip to Skem Lodge (5th – 7th November 2010) which included activities such as wall climbing, rafting and tunnelling.  Rebecca and Charlotte (Wellsway students) that attend Timeout did a great job of pitching for youth bank money and successfully gained funding for this trip.
· Drumming sessions 
· A spa trip which should have taken place was cancelled due to lack of funds and they now plan to arrange a girls’ pamper session at Timeout.

Future plans include:

· Taking the young people to a local residential home to give out mince pies and also to give them the opportunity to socialise with people of an older generation.
· Discussions have been taking place with Somer Housing in respect of some work in the Tintagel Close area to help resolve issues such as anti-social behaviour and to look into undertaking a gardening project.

A suggestion was made that if links with the elderly were being considered then they should consider contacting the Reminiscence Group (Keynsham South).  

The November open sessions had been quieter, this was probably due to the colder weather and the detached workers had been going out with hot chocolate to chat to young people on the streets.

On Victorian Evening Timeout had three bands playing and there were less young people through the doors than previous years but they did get quite a few new contacts.  


Mark reported that Timeout was down from 5 sessions to 3, this was due to the temporary contracted staff employment coming to an end.   They now have open sessions on Wednesday, Thursday and a Friday afternoon dance therapy session led by Sarah Haddow.   These sessions were manageable with two members of staff whilst they were still working on projects as these involved the employment of a project artist which meant another adult being on site during the session.  

Young people from LGBT group have been attending Timeout on a temporary basis until EACH/REACH appoints a new worker.  There had been positive integration between the Reach and Timeout young people.


Following the cake making project Timeout were looking to progress this further with perhaps the sale of cakes at the Farmer’s Market.


Mark reported on the summary of outcomes of the positive activities for NEET (Not in Employment, Education or Training) young people.  Only one young person was still under NEET all the others now had jobs or were in college or undergoing training.

Future Cadbury’s funding was discussed and Mark said that previous applications and a report had been forwarded on request, in order that future funding could be considered by them.


It was reported that at the Town Council meeting on 29th November it was agreed in principle that Timeout will be kept open in the future and that the matter was on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting in order that they can consider in what format it will be open.  Presently, there was no indication as to how the £30,000 BANES funding would be distributed between Keynsham and Radstock.  
It was hoped that the funding would be 50/50 or £20,000 to Keynsham Town Council and £10,000 to Radstock.  Councillor Speirs said that he would contact BANES in respect of this.  The agreement for future funding would be for the next 3 years with a review after 2 years to extend and additional professional support in the way of mentoring for youth workers and dealing with child protection issues would be provided.

St. John’s Youth Group
Dan commented that the Young Peoples Liaison Group should recognise the work that Mark and Kelly were doing, considering the staff shortages in Timeout, as having been a previous youth worker at Timeout when there were 4/5 plus staff he can appreciate how difficult their work must be.

He reported that they were building a good relationship with the Town Council and that they had been in contact with Jules Allan to organise some art projects. Once everyone knows what is the future for Timeout they would be in a better position to work out where they are and what they should be offering in the way of youth provision in order to compliment the work of Timeout.  They were considering offering an open session in the future which will be on a night when Timeout is not open.

They are still looking for funding for the building and need approximately £200,000 to cover the repayment of loans.  To date approximately £15,000 has been spent on renovations. 
Presently the youth group had in excess of 30 youths that were using the centre on controlled drop in times.

It was reported that the church youth group (group for 7 year olds upwards) in Saltford had recently closed and the question was raised as to what provision there would be for these youths in the future.

21.
YOUTH ISSUES – TOWN PLAN  
The group having reviewed the email from Dan dated 24th November agreed that it was a good idea to get more young people involved in filling in the youth section of the Town Plan.   It was reported that most of the suggestions within the email had been adopted and put into action.  To date approximately 35 completed questionnaires had been returned by youths from Timeout and St. John’s.   The scouting organisation has taken 150 copies for their youths to complete.  Councillor Hellier reported that she had contacted Wellsway (an article is to go in the Ammonite Newsletter encouraging youths to complete the questionnaire) and she had  contacted St. Keyna.  Broadlands need to be contacted.
22.
SEEKING YOUNG PEOPLE’S OPINIONS
The young people commented that they would like a lot more organised events and activities for youths in Keynsham and they were asked to put forward some suggestions of what they would like and these would be considered at a future meeting.  

A request was made for lighting at the multi-wheeled facility as currently they had moved from the park where it was dark shortly after 4 p.m. and were skating round by the leisure centre.  This was causing problems with members of the public and the police had spoken to the youths about this. The lack of lighting was discussed and the youths agreed that if there was any lighting a reasonable switch off time would be 9 p.m.

The use of the multi-wheeled facility by under 7’s was discussed and the youths commented that this was still a problem on occasions. 
22.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
That the date of the next meeting be Thursday 10th March 2011 at 7.30 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.


Signed: ........................................................ Date: ..................................................




(Chairman)

