
KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th June 2011 at 7.30pm in COMMITTEE ROOM 2, Town Hall, Keynsham.
PRESENT:

Councillor G Hellier (Chairman) 
Councillors C Davis, C Fricker, B Jenkins, A Matthews, L O’Brien, 
S Rossiter and B Simmons. 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jo Swift –Town Clerk and Mark Willcox (Keynsham Town Council).
23.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors J Coggins, D Johnson, A Hickling,

K Kirwan and K Simmons.
24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority(Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).

25.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That  the minutes of the special meeting of the Town Council held on 1st June 2011 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by  the Chairman.

26.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

27.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
Volunteers are wanted for the Music Festival. Councillor B Jenkins said he had already offered to help and Councillor B Simmons would be happy to volunteer.

Last week a number of volunteers, staff from B&NES Council, did volunteering for a day. They painted the Community Room in Carpenters Lane and worked at the Cemetery doing dry stone walling in the compost area. At the volunteers evening hosted by B&NES Council the volunteers reported that they were very pleased with the volunteering work/day at the Cemetery and that the Town Councils grounds staff were to be complimented and thanked. One of the volunteers was so impressed he is going to continue working on the dry stone wall to help get the job completed.
28.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

A question was received from Councillor C Fricker - 
'Last Summer we received disturbing reports about the state of the public toilets in the town and consequently B&NES indicated they would take remedial action. At the Keynsham Business Association meeting on 6 June we received further reports of the public toilets in a disgusting state.
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Can we make immediate contact with B&NES to rectify this unsatisfactory situation                and thereby sustain an acceptable standard of toilet provision?' 
The Clerk reported that the toilets in the park were discussed in detail at a recent park forum meeting (minutes of which were attached to the June Town Council meeting agenda). This is in hand, Jim Nash from B&NES Council is aware of all the complaints etc and has promised to do something about it sooner rather than later. Through this forum (which is made up of the park users) the Town Council will be able to keep on top of the situation now that Jim Nash has promised to do something about this.
A question was asked if this included the toilets on Ashton Way, the Clerk said she didn’t know so would look into this.
29.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of Keynsham Town Centre Management Working Party - 4 April 2011, Keynsham in Bloom Working Party - 18 May 2011, Keynsham Youth Fest Working Party -  23 May 2011 and Planning Committee - 6 June 2011 be received.
30.
CO-OPTION OF TOWN COUNCILLORS

The Chairman mentioned that Standing Orders 22, 23 and 24 be suspended for the secret ballot voting to take place.  

RESOLVED:

That Roy Staddon be co-opted onto the Town Council (vacancy 1) and that Tony Crouch be co-opted (vacancy 2).

The Chairman asked if Members were content to move agenda item 19 to this point on the agenda.  This was agreed.

31.
KEYNSHAM YOUTH SERVICE – BUDGETING 

The Clerk and Youth Worker went through the income and expenditure sheet (previously circulated) in detail and gave some background information to the new Councillors. Questions were asked about the activities and contributions. It is unclear if the Councillor Initative Scheme has to be spent by the end of this financial year. The Clerk said she had been trying to find out but the information was vague regarding the Councillor Initative scheme however she would continue to pursue this. The vote in favour was unanimous. 
RESOLVED:

That the proposed youth budget for 2011/12 be agreed.
32.
MINUTES OF GRANTS WORKING PARTY

RESOLVED:
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That the schedule of recommendations of the Grants Working Party be agreed for payment by the Town Council.
33.
WORKING PARTIES/COMMITTEES
RESOLVED:

That the Grants Working Party remains a Working Party.
34.
COUNCILLORS, TRAINING 

As many of the new members were not present the Clerk will contact all the new members to organise the training.
35.
BANDSTAND – REPORT BACK


The report was noted and there were no further comments.
36.
UPDATE FROM ARTS DEVELOPMENT WORKER 

The update was noted and there were no further comments.
37.
LITTER BINS
A detailed discussion took place regarding the litter bins and it was suggested that a recycling bin with all the different compartments be purchased for the skateboard park. The Clerk explained that this was not possible as it would cause problems for the grounds staff to empty and sort plus there was already one close to the play area that B&NES Council had provided. It would also be out of keeping with the existing bins, therefore it was agreed to provide the suggested new bin in the report for the Memorial Park (skateboard area). The vote in favour was unanimous.

A further discussion took place about the replacement bin for Park Road. The Clerk explained that it was not a dog bin but a type of bin which would stop residents putting their household refuse in it. This has been happening for some time and although attempts have been made to stop this it was still continuing so as a bin has to be replaced it would make sense that it be replaced with a with a different type. The vote in favour was unanimous.
RESOLVED:

(i) That the litter bin on Park Road be removed and replaced with the one as shown in the report.
(ii) That a new litter bin (as shown in the report) be purchased for the Memorial Park (skateboard area).
38.
POWER OF WELL BEING  

Some background information was provided on why the Town Council has the Power of Well Being and what it means for the Town Council. 

RESOLVED:
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(i) That the Power of Well-Being be renewed
(ii) That the training costs be coded to the Power of Well Being budget

(iii) That the Clerk organises the training for the new members.
39.
LITTER PICKING- MEMORIAL PARK
The Clerk reported that the present agency worker was doing a good job and that 4 hours on a Saturday appeared to be satisfactory. The advantages and disadvantages of employing someone for the job or having an agency worker to do the work was discussed. All agreed that it should be looked at again next year but as the present system was working well then no changes to be made. The vote in favour was unanimous.
RESOLVED:

That the agency worker be continued to be employed.
40.
NEW WEBSITE

A discussion took place. It was mentioned that more website providers should be looked into. The Clerk explained that all the staff in the office had looked at several sites and this was the preferred one. 
It was felt that more information was required – would the Town Council have information rights, could it be easily upgraded to the ‘gold’ status and also can the existing providers contract be terminated easily? The Clerk explained that there was a tight timescale on making a decision on this due to the existing provider requiring payment for the next year so it was suggested that an in principle approval be given  subject to more information being obtained and that the decision be made between the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair. The vote in favour of this action was unanimous.
RESOLVED:

That subject to additional satisfactory information being obtained, as above, the decision will be made by the Clerk, Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council.
41.
S106 – PROPOSAL FOR COMMUNITY BUILDING FUNDS

The Chair reported that due to new information been given at the previous nights Keynsham Development Advisory Group that this item could not be discussed at this meeting and that it should be referred to the July meeting or a later one if required. It was also reported that the five year period previously mentioned by B&NES Council is in fact ten years. This has now been confirmed therefore the urgency is not as immediate. All agreed to refer this item to a future Town Council meeting.
42.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 2 (MAY)
That the schedule of accounts for month 2 be approved.
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43.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 2 (MAY)

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 2 be received and noted.

44.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 2 (MAY)

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for months 2 be approved.

45.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 2 (MAY)

RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring for month 2 be received and noted.

46.
TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2010/2011
RESOLVED:

That the Town Council Accounts 2010/11 be approved and duly signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.

47.
ANNUAL RETURN 2010/2011 

RESOLVED:

That the Annual Return for 2010/2011 be approved and duly signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.

48.
INTERNAL AUDIT ACTION PLAN
Members were presented with the Internal Audit Action Plan and there were no further comments.

RESOLVED:
That the internal audit action plan be received and to note that the increase in the precept for 2011/12 was from £426,577 to £435,109.
49.
APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITORS
It was suggested that the internal auditors be changed and was there not one in Keynsham that could be appointed? The Clerk explained that there were auditors locally but they were auditors of businesses and that it was preferable to have an auditor that was familiar with the way in which Town and Parish Councils worked and being familiar with the Councils accounting package. Councillor Simmons said that there were only a few in the country who were able to do this. The Clerk asked if he could provide her with the names of these companies so that she could contact them for a quote, some members were concerned about the rising cost of the internal 
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audit. The Clerk said she felt confident that Auditing Solutions increases would be minimal as they had been previously, but would find out the cost for next year. 


RESOLVED:

That the Clerk investigates the prices of alternative internal auditors as well as the price of the existing internal auditor.
50.
K2 – S.W. KEYNSHAM – CASTLE PRIMARY SCHOOL
It was felt that this request for information was presumptuous in light of the fact that the K2 situation is presently under appeal. It was agreed that the Town Council shouldn’t answer the questions presently. The vote in favour was unanimous.
RESOLVED:

That the questions asked by B&NES Council not be answered at this time.
51.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT
It was noticed that there has been a lot of repairs to wet pour. This was discussed in detail and it was suggested that the Clerk find out the cost of covering all the play areas with Notts Ward carpet

RESOLVED:

That the report is noted and that the Clerk investigates the cost of covering the play areas with Notts Ward carpet and report back to the next meeting.
52.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

RESOLVED:


That the correspondence items as listed on the agenda be received.
53.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the information items as listed on the agenda be received.
54.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be Tuesday 19th July 2011.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. There were 4 members of the public present.

SIGNED......................................................................................DATE.......................................


(CHAIRMAN)

