



KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 11th April 2011 at 7.30pm at St Johns Church Hall, High Street, Keynsham.







_____________________________________ 
PRESENT:
 
Councillor R Staddon – Chairman




Parishioners – see attached attendance sheet

IN ATTENDANCE:
 Jo Swift, Town Clerk and Dawn Drury, Deputy Town Clerk
1.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL KEYNSHAM TOWN MEETING HELD ON 26TH APRIL 
2010

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 26th April 2010 be confirmed 
as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors C Davis, A Halliday and K Simmons, Reverend Doctor Stephen M’Caw (St Johns Church), J Hocking (Broadlands School) and G Hobbs (Churches Together).
3.
GUEST SPEAKER
The Chairman welcomed Chief Superintendent Gary Davies – Bath & Somerset Constabulary who spoke about the future of policing. 
At the end of the crime year (March) there was a 2.8% reduction across Bath and North East Somerset. There was a 3% reduction in house burglary in Keynsham and the theft of motor vehicles was now less of a problem.

The concerns/worries now are how we get on with each – anti social behaviour, domestic violence, and sexual crime. Alcohol plays a large part of this type of crime and in particular the attitude of the young towards alcohol, drinking too much, obtaining cheap drink from supermarkets, being drunk before they go out etc.

Anti social behaviour can have a huge impact on people’s lives and can be a plague on their daily lives. The police now look into this in more depth and prioritise. It is looked at in terms of the offender’s point of view, from area/community and from the victims – impact, special help and support required. All information is being captured. In certain cases, for example, a housing provider may become involved with the possibility of the offender losing their home unless the situation improved. 
The police are working closely with the Community – Neighbourhood Watch, Special Constables, PACT meetings etc. These have all been successful.

There have been significant cuts in the budget, £270 million budget with £40 million cut over the next four years. Chief Superintendent Gary Davies assured everyone that he would not allow this to affect the service but instead they would work smarter and more efficiently.
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A question and answer session followed:
Q: 
Crime reduction is huge; however are there any figures of how much is not reported? 

There is always a group that do not report crime every year and the police have to be wise about interpreting the figures.

Q: 
Will the police station in Keynsham close?

There are no plans to close the police station and a station will remain in Keynsham but could be in a different location although this is unknown and for the future.

Q: 
Drugs were not mentioned was this a problem?
Drugs are not so problematic as they were 8/10 years ago. Alcohol is now worse and crimes such as identity fraud, internet crime is now more apparent. Drug users used to steal items but there is little value in second hand goods therefore less theft.

Q: 
What’s the police involvement with schools?

All the heads in all the schools in Bath & North East Somerset  were visited a few years ago. PSCO’s and beat managers have relationships with their schools and deal with issues such as drugs and alcohol. Work experience is also available.
Q: 
New York has a zero tolerance even with minor issues such as dog fouling and litter, what are your views on this?

Setting new standards of behaviour is really important Chief Superintendent Gary Davies advised that he had never been a true believer of zero tolerance believing more in using minimum amount of power to get a job done and common sense. You can get close to zero tolerance for example now those urinating in the streets in Bath will expect to get a ticket as this is an issue that needs to be dealt with.
Q: 
The cuts spoken about are a 14% cut. If you want to work with neighbourhoods how can you do this with these cuts?

We will look at demand, 20% of calls are not appropriate therefore less call handlers are required. Police don’t have to be used in all situations e.g. forensics haven’t been police officers for many years as this is more cost effective but with expert specialist work being provided. 

Q: 
How is the new custody suite progressing?

Crime investigations will be handled there and if all goes through it is planned for 2014.

Q: 
There are two key factors in crime, has this changed?

The two factors are own (Keynsham) and outside (Bristol) 20% of the offenders cause 80% of the crime. We keep an eye on those coming into the area and work with other forces.
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Q: 
There is conflict between pedestrians and cyclists on pavements. Why cant cyclists, when on the pavement, dismount and wheel their bikes? Elderly people are not respected and protected.
It is a balance of getting this right. Roads are not always suitable and can be dangerous for cyclists so it is sensible for them to come off the roads however there are concerns for pedestrians. Problem areas where this causes a problem is mentioned at PACT meetings for the police to look into.

The Chairman thanked Chief Superintendent Gary Davies for his informative talk.
4.
PRESENTATION OF THE KEYNSHAM GOOD CITIZEN AWARDS
The Chairman introduced Phyllis Cook who was nominated for her work and involvement with Keynsham South Forum. Phyllis spoke about her work and advised that her award of £100 would be spent on (i) phone dictation, (ii) wild flowers for  Abbots Wood and (iii) an afternoon tea party.
The Chairman introduced Iris Lerpiniere who was nominated for amongst other things her work for Keynsham Civic Society. 

Iris gave a brief resume of the many roles she had undertaken in the numerous years she has been involved in Keynsham Civic Society. Her award is to be given to Keynsham Civic Society. 
Finally, the Chairman introduced Vivienne Townsend who had worked as a volunteer for many years at St Keyna Primary School. 
She gave thanks to everyone who had nominated her for the award which was unexpected and she would be giving her award to the school.
5.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 2011
The Chairman pointed out the new style Annual Report that had been improved on previous years and he thanked those involved in working on the new style.
6.
PUBLIC FORUM
Q: 
Some of the bins are not being emptied in the park and the one by the BMX park. On speaking to somebody who was emptying the bins they mentioned that Keynsham Town Council do not pay for certain bins to be emptied.

The Chairman said that this would be looked into. Not all the bins are the responsibility of Keynsham Town Council.

Q: 
Have we learnt the results of the Town Plan.

The Chairman said that the process had not yet been completed.

Q: 
Could a target date be set for the completion?

The Chairman of the Town Plan Working Group stood up and answered the question. He explained that a volunteer had been appointed to do the analysis as a professional would have cost thousands of pounds. The analysis report would be completed very soon.
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Q: 
A litter bin on Acacia Court had recently been removed, this was well used and in particular by dog users.
The Chairman said that this was a B&NES Council bin and the Town Council were all ready looking into its disappearance.

7.
DATE OF THE 2012 KEYNSHAM TOWN MEETING

RESOLVED:
That this would be Monday 30th April 2012 at a venue to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.
SIGNED................................................................................ DATE...........................................




(CHAIRMAN)


