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12th September 2011

KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Arts Working Party held on Monday 12th September 2011 
at 10.30 a.m. in the Town Council Offices
PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, C Fricker, G Hellier, B Jenkins and B Simmons, Ann Cullis (Senior Arts Development – B&NES), Kate Orchard (B&NES Council) Lesley Featherstone (Creativity Works), Sheila Crocombe, Jo Swift and Jules Blake (KTC).

12.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.
13.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 19th July 2011 be approved as a correct 
record and be signed by the Chairman.
14.
KEYNSHAM ARTS PLAN 2011-14

The information was noted. Ann asked if Jules could put it on the website.
15.
QUEENS JUBILEE

This item was discussed in detail. Jo passed around some information about having Jubilee mugs and suggested tying this in with a children’s competition of some sort.  Jules asked if she should look into organising a brass band for that weekend, it was agreed that it would be helpful to know who was available on what day. It was also suggested that a sub group be formed to work on the Jubilee Celebrations. 

Ann reported that in Bath there is going to be a ‘Picnic in the Park’ with live music etc. It is likely that there will be a service at Bath Abbey on the Sunday. 
16.
FEEDBACK/EVALUATION ON BANDSTAND EVENTS 2011

It was mentioned that publicity about the bandstand events could be improved. Jo said that she and Jules had met and discussed this and that Jules would concentrate on marketing the bandstand events more for next year. Jules had explained that the events worker normally hands out leaflets on the day to promote the event. It was suggested that leaflets and an A board at the Café would be a suitable place to promote that days event. Shops in the High Street could have flyers and advertising in the Bristol Observer was also suggested. It was felt that advertising the event on the day was required but also the whole season’s events also needed more marketing. 
Jules said for next year she would include ‘where did you find out about it’ question on the evaluation forms.

The most popular events were ‘Hymns in the Park’ and the Story telling. 

Jo and Jules spoke about the problem with this year’s event worker resigning before the events finished. Jo said that this could be improved upon next year with a better commitment/contract from the events worker however if they were unable to attend due to unforeseen circumstances this could be a problem. Ann spoke about having a freelance person as a back up. Ann can provide Jules with contacts who may be interested in this and also for the events worker position. Jules to contact Ann for next year. It was also mentioned that they should be CRB checked.

Jules asked those present if they could let her know if they had any ideas or suggestions for what was wanted on the bandstand and to let her know. Some suggestions were Jazz, dance event, ‘Battle of the Bands’ competition. Jules said ‘Battle of the Bands’ type events were done at the Youth Fest but the feeling was that youth events at the bandstand should not be specific to the Youth Fest and there should be a mix of events throughout the year on the bandstand.
17.
ARTS DEVELOPMENT WORKER - UPDATE
Jules spoke about her report which had been previously circulated. A question was asked if the recent photography project could be displayed in the empty corner by the Town Council office. Jules said she needed to speak to Mark and plan where it is to be viewed; the intention is that it is to be toured around Keynsham. 
Knit and Knatter – a question was asked how many attended this group, there are between 2 and 8. Unfortunately no one wishes to take on the responsibility of running the group.

Is Jules involved in the Roundabout Arts Trail? – no she is not. 

Has Jules given any thought to promoting Arts Development through such mediums as Twitter and Facebook? Jules said she had her own personal Facebook page where she does this but wasn’t keen on a Facebook page connected to the Town Council. It was suggested that this should be looked into, especially Twitter, as it is the latest fastest growing way to provide current information.
18.
PHOTOGRAPHY DISPLAY AT THE BANDSTAND
Jo spoke about her idea and those present supported the idea although permission from the Town Council, B&NES Council etc would be needed. An idea to link this in with a photography competition/Keynsham in Bloom was also discussed. It was agreed that Jo, Dawn and Jules work together on this project and report back.
19.
SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS FOR FUTURE ARTS PROJECTS/WORK

Jules asked for information about any groups, events etc to be passed to her (via email or through this meeting only) so that she could sign post them or put them in the Arts Newsletter.
20.
THE OLYMPICS YEAR
Ann updated everyone on the Olympic plans. There will be a torch tour around the country and it is hoped that it will come through Bath and NE Somerset, but it is not known yet. The plan is that the tour will be just one hour away from everyone in the country. The torch arrives in the country in May, the website details the stops. There will be a touring show/performance around the South West, like a carnival float, details of this are not yet known. 
On the Queens Jubilee weekend there will be an event called ‘Sky Ride’ in Bath which will promote cycling to families.

Gold Challenge – sports and activities engaging everyone, run by B&NES Council will launch shortly.

21st July (weekend before the Olympics) there will be a family festival at Bath Race Course involving music, performers and sports activities.

As the Olympic torch will hand over to Rio de Janeiro there will be a project in the school summer holidays based on Brazil.

All will be promoted on the B&NES Council website when details become available.

At 11.45am Councillor B Jenkins left the meeting for another commitment.

21.
CULTURAL OLYMPIAD 

Kate spoke in detail about the Cultural Olympiad which is about celebrations that happen around the Olympics which don’t have to involve Sport. Quest is linking to the South West celebrations and there will be 3 visits to this area. Quest is an idea of living heritage which can be a one off or longer term project. The website is being developed which will show some examples. It was felt that the South West in Bloom competition may be good to feature. 
22.
CREATIVITY WORKS - CURRENT ACTIVITIES IN KEYNSHAM
The long term future of Creativity Works has now been secured as they have been successful in a 4 year funding bid from the Arts Council and have also become a National Portfolio organisation. Creativity Works have also been successful in another 2 x 3 year funding bids.

Creativity works is celebrating 30 years and are planning a celebration party on 20th October in Radstock. Lesley also spoke of their work with the Mental Health groups and their successful work with those with mental health issues. She also talked about the partnership working with Children’s Services, focusing on those with post natal depression. Keynsham Children’s Service was very supportive with this project.
Philippa Forsey is keen to work together with Jules and Mark on a project and has been in contact with Mark.

23.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the Working Party’s next meeting is Monday 5th December 2011.  
The meeting ended at 12.15pm.
Signed: ..........................................................  Date: ..................................................




(Chairman)
