



KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting, held on Tuesday 1st March 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Town Council Offices.


PRESENT:

Councillor R Staddon – Chairman
Councillors D Brassington, C Kirwan, A Matthews and B Simmons, Messrs B Shahin, M Maggs and A Titcomb (Keynsham Allotment Association).
IN ATTENDANCE:
Councillors A Halliday, C Fricker and G Hellier



Jo Swift – Town Clerk
12.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were none.
13.
Declarations of Interest

There were none.

14.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Mr Shahins report (Min. no. 10) was incorrect and should have read ‘8 plots became vacant and re-let, three people moved so were no longer eligible for a plot, 2 people on the list were no longer interested in taking up the offer of a plot due to having waited for so long. This left the waiting list at thirty seven’.


RESOLVED:
With the above amendment the minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2010 be confirmed as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.

15.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

16.
QUEENS ROAD METHODIST CHURCH
There was a lengthy discussion - due to the size of the land and the security required it was felt that the cost of fencing would be expensive. As presently there is no money available it was felt that it was not possible to accept the offer of the land. The general view was that it was a real shame that although this land was being offered free it would be too expensive to agree to take on.
RESOLVED:

That a site visit to see the land and meet with the Chair of the Eco Committee of Keynsham Methodist was unnecessary due to not wanting to proceed with the offer of the land.
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17.
FENCING ON WEST BOUNDARY AND PART OF EAST BOUNDARY
Mr Shahin produced two more quotes for the West boundary, both of a similar price, in the region of £9k+, the cost for the East boundary is £2560 + vat.
Questions were asked about funding and the Town Clerk reported that no additional money will be added to the existing £2K in the allotment capital expenditure budget in 2011/12. Mr Shahin expressed his disappointment with the Town Council for not putting any more money into this budget.

Several suggestions were put forward to the Allotment Association about other ways of obtaining funding via grants. B&NES Council CVS may be able to advise. Quartet and lottery money were also suggested. It was mentioned that B&NES Council have money available for community projects. Councillors felt that the Allotment Association needs to be more proactive in seeking alternative sources of funding.

It was felt that it may be foolish to consider spending money on fencing until it was clear what was going to happen with K2. As previously discussed, it was preferred that the Developer include this boundary as part of a Section 106 Agreement. 

18.
HALF YEARLY REPORT – KEYNSHAM ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
Report for the period 1st September to 28th February 2011 – in the previous period there were 37 people waiting. Since then 3 more people applied putting the waiting list at 40 people.

5 plots became vacant in the above periods. The waiting list as at 28th February 2011 is 35.

RESOLVED:

That the half yearly report by the Keynsham Allotment Association be noted.

19.
ALLOTMENT CHARGES
The allotment charges have been increased by 50% (£6 to £9). From 1st February the charge for a medium allotment is £9 and for a large one £18.

Concerns about increasing costs of rents, water etc were expressed. The rent has   recently been increased by the land owner.
20.
SITE VISITS

It was agreed that a site visit would be useful. Visits used to take place in the past when the Town Council had an Amenities Committee. It was suggested that it might be better to wait until after the local elections in May. All agreed. 
RESOLVED:

That site visits go back on the agenda for the next meeting in October.
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21.
TREES
The allotment site is going to receive approximately 35 – 40 trees from the Woodland Trust. A question was asked if there was money in the budget to cut, fell and maintain the trees in the future. The Chairman said that this responsibility fell on those who had accepted the free trees.
22.
Date of Next Meeting

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 7.30pm.


The meeting closed at 8.20 pm. There were no members of the public present.

SIGNED.........................................................DATE.................................................








