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12TH MAY 2009


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Keynsham Town Council, held on Tuesday 12th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Keynsham Town Hall
PRESENT:

Councillor C Davis – Chairman




Councillors D Brassington, T Crouch, C Fricker, S Gill, G Hellier, 



C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons, 



R Staddon, C Tucker and A Wait.

IN ATTENDANCE:
E A Giles – Town Clerk

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor Hellier proposed Councillor Staddon and this was seconded by Councillor 
B Simmons.


Councillor Wait proposed Councillor Crouch and this was seconded by Councillor K 
Kirwan.


The vote for Councillor Staddon was 8 in favour, 5 against with 1 abstention.  The 
vote for Councillor Crouch was 5 in favour and 9 against.


RESOLVED:

Councillor Staddon was duly elected Chairman for the municipal year 2009/10 and 
signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


Councillor Staddon took the chair.
2.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Councillor Tucker proposed Councillor Hellier and this was seconded by Councillor B 
Simmons.  There were no further nominations.  The vote was 7 in favour, 2 against 
and 5 abstentions.


RESOLVED:

Councillor Hellier was duly elected Vice-Chairman for the municipal year 2009/10 
and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor Clark.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).


There were none.

5.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2009 be confirmed as a true record 
and be signed by the Chairman.

6.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

Allotments – D Brassington, C Kirwan, A Matthews, B Simmons and R Staddon


Personnel Sub-Committee – T Crouch, C Fricker, G Hellier, K Kirwan and 

R Staddon


Planning Committee – T Crouch, G Hellier, K Kirwan, B Simmons and C Tucker


Internal Audit Sub-Committee – C Fricker, K Kirwan, K Simmons, R Staddon and 
A Wait


Arts Working Party – T Crouch and C Fricker


Grants Working Party – T Crouch, C Fricker, C Kirwan, K Simmons and R Staddon

Keynsham Market WP – D Brassington, T Crouch, C Fricker, B Simmons and 

C Tucker


Keynsham Young Person’s Liaison Group – T Crouch, C Davis, G. Hellier, 

K Simmons and A Wait


Multi - Wheel Facility WP - T Crouch, G Hellier and R Staddon

Victorian Evening WP – T Crouch, G Hellier and R Staddon
7.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

Allotments Committee – Councillor B Simmons proposed Councillor Staddon and 
this was seconded by Cllr Hellier.  The vote was 12 in favour and 2 abstentions.

Grants Working Party – Councillor B Simmons proposed Councillor Staddon and 
this was seconded by Councillor Davis.  The vote was 11 in favour, 1 against and 2 
abstentions.

Internal Audit Sub Committee – Councillor Crouch proposed Councillor K Kirwan 
and this was seconded by Councillor Wait.  The vote was 12 in favour and 2 
abstentions.

Multi-Wheel Facility Working Party - Councillor Hellier proposed Councillor 
Staddon and this was seconded by Councillor B Simmons.  The vote was 10 in 
favour and 4 abstentions.

Personnel Sub-Committee – Councillor B Simmons proposed Councillor Hellier and 
this was seconded by Councillor Davis.  The vote was 11 in favour and 3 
abstentions.

Planning Committee – Councillor Hellier proposed Councillor B Simmons and this 
was seconded by Councillor Tucker.  The vote was 9 in favour, 1 against and 4 
abstentions.
8.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2009/10

Parish Liaison Meeting – Councillor Staddon


Town Centre Management Steering Group – Councillors Crouch, Hellier and 
Staddon


Town Cluster Meetings – All Councillors


SWAN Management Committee – Councillor Crouch


NE Somerset CAB – Councillor Gill


Keynsham Music Festival Association – Councillors Crouch, Hellier, Staddon and 
Wait


Dial A Ride – Councillor Staddon


B&NES Racial Equality Council - Councillors K Kirwan and K Simmons


Chew Valley Partnership – Councillors Crouch, Hellier and Staddon


B&NES Area Group of ALCA – Councillors Crouch and Hellier


Twinning Association – Councillor K Simmons


Councillor Davis said that if any other Councillors wish to become part of SWAN 
please talk to him afterwards.

9.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

10.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman had five announcements:
(i).
The next Parish Cluster meeting will take place on Thursday 18th June in the bar at the Riversuite.  If Members had any items they would like on the agenda please contact the Clerk.

(ii).
With regard to the question raised at the last meeting about terrorism 
insurance,  8.5% of the bill covers terrorism.

(iii).
Notice of the AGM of ALCA on Wednesday 23rd September 2009 at 6.30 p.m. 
in Conygre Hall, Timsbury (buffet at 5.30 p.m.).

(iv).
Final plea for volunteers to ‘man’ the stall for the Town Plan on Saturday – gaps are 11-12 noon, 1 – 2 pm and 2 – 3 pm.  The gaps were filled by Councillors K Kirwan and B Simmons.
(v).
Finally Members will be saddened to hear of the death of former Town 
Councillor and Chairman, Mrs Barbara Starzec on 11th April 2009.  Councillor 
Crouch said that he had attended the Memorial Service as he had worked 
with her on the first Town Council and she was well respected.

The Clerk said that she had a short announcement to make:

On Monday morning the Clerk was notified by a resident that a lorry had run into the 
cemetery wall, Durley Lane and caused significant damage to the wall (making it 
dangerous) and damaging the electricity supply to the street lighting.


The cemetery grounds maintenance worker barriered off the wall and B&NES were 
notified of the electricity damage.  B&NES sent out a surveyor who said that as the 
wall was unsafe and adjacent to the highway it needed to be made safe immediately.  
That work has now been done and the repairs to the electricity supply will begin 
tomorrow.


The Clerk has agreed that the relevant B&NES officer (Mr Dubreil) will obtain three 
quotes and bring them to the Clerk for approval so that the full repair can be made.  
The Council’s insurers will be notified and the Clerk has reported the matter to the 
local police.

11.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

There were none.

12.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the Planning Committee (21st April 2009) be received.

There was a discussion about the recommendation of the Multi-wheel Facility Working Party
and two Members believed that it was to be discussed at this meeting.  The Clerk said that it did not say that.  Councillor Crouch said in that case the Minutes should not be received and this was seconded by Councillor Hellier.


RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the Multi-Wheel Facility Working Party not be received.
13.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – 20TH APRIL 2009

Councillor Wait commented that he felt that this was one of the most positive Annual 
Meetings he had attended.  It was noted that the second page of the list of attendees 
was missing.


RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the Annual Town meeting 2009 be received and noted.

14.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Councillor Crouch proposed that the subscriptions listed in the agenda be agreed.  
This was seconded by Councillor K Kirwan.  The vote in favour was unanimous.

15.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 1 (APRIL 2009)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions:

DD – Should the entries for Council rates on Unity Road and EDF electric bill for 
Unity Road be for the Burnett site?  No, we have not yet moved into Burnett Business 
Park.

CN 1464 – Burnett Business Park – Is the deposit only refundable when we leave the site?  Was there a similar arrangement with Unity Road?  Why are we now being charged VAT on rent and is this normal?  Yes, the deposit was refundable, there was  no deposit with B&NES.  Burnett Business Park is run by a private company and therefore works differently.

Pension Fund and HMRC Tax and NI – There was only a difference of £156 this month 
whereas last month the difference was £724.  Is this solely down to the increase in pension contributions?  There was no link between the Tax and NI payments to the Pension Fund.  The figures were a coincidence.

CN 172 & 178 – Is this for skip hire rather than excavator hire?  Yes – an error.


CN 179 – Why are we now paying £195 for excavator hire when 6 days earlier it was 
only £145?  £145 was for one days hire and £195 for two days hire.

RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts for Month 1, April 2009 be approved.

16.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 1 (APRIL 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 1, April 2009 be received and noted.

17.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 1 (APRIL 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash expenditure of month 1, April 2009 be approved.

18.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 1 (APRIL 2009)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions:

4024 – Office Heating etc. – Why does this show no expenditure when we paid 
£592.03 on 14.04.09?  This was for financial year 2008/9 and, therefore, was allowed 
for by the accountants in the year-end close down.

4027 – Insurance – Why does this show £1,278 when schedule of accounts shows only £748.50?  £529.63 was paid in March for period April to Sept 2009 – payment shown 
on March schedule of accounts (year-end adjustment again).


4030 – Office Rental – Why are we showing only part of the payment made last 
month for this year?  I don’t remember this being done this way before.  Again part of 
the year- end adjustment bill was for 25th March to 24th June 2009, therefore, biggest 
part of bill for current financial year. 


4094 – Travel – Why does this budget show only £62 spent when schedule of 
accounts shows £102?  £39.01 was expenditure for March 09 – see above.

4508 – Rec. Grounds/Gen. Maintenance – Why is there a negative £39 shown on 
this budget?  A credit of £105.46 on account, invoices received in April for March 
goods (year end accruals).

1041 – Music Festival – Is the negative £1,500 the write off for the non payment?  
Yes.

1046 – Multi Sports - Why is the income shown £103 when the bank reconciliation 
shows £232.65?  £99.40 were debtors from last financial year.

1176 – Precept - Why is the £211,177.00 precept received from B&NES not shown?


1190 – Interest – How is the negative £80 arrived at when the bank reconciliation 
shows £59.45?


1048 – Arts Development – Why is the £4,000 received from B&NES in the bank 
reconciliation not shown?  

The answer to the last three questions is the same.  Because not all of the bank statements had been received, only cash books 1 and 3 (current account and petty cash) were finalised.  However, omega budget monitoring report prints all headings.  The work has now been completed.

RESOLVED:

That the Budget monitoring report for month 1, April 2009 be received and noted.

19.
REVIEW OF 2009/10 BUDGETS

The report was received and noted.

20.
UNPAID DEBT – KEYNSHAM MUSIC FESTIVAL

After a short debate it was proposed by Councillor Crouch that the unpaid debt be 
written off and this was seconded by Councillor Hellier.  The vote was 13 in favour 
and 2 abstentions.

RESOLVED:

That the unpaid debt be written off and that all future offers of sponsorship be 
confirmed in writing.

21.
HEADSTONE SAFETY TESTING

After a short debate Councillor Crouch proposed the recommendations in the report 
be agreed this was seconded by Councillor Wait.  The vote in favour was unanimous.
22.
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

The Clerk explained that she had held a meeting with our current provider who has 
agreed to look at the options for either refreshing the site or providing a new one.  
The Clerk has also contacted another company who provide web sites for many 
Town and Parish Councils and a meeting is to be held at the end of the month.  The 
Clerk, therefore, plans to bring a full report to the next meeting and for this reason 
she advised Rachel Ward not to attend this meeting, but to come to the next one 
when both issues could be looked at in-tandem.  Councillor Wait suggested that the 
Clerk contact the designer of the KECSAG website.  This was agreed.

23.
POWER OF WELLBEING

It was agreed that as a Quality Town Council this power should be achieved.  
Councillor Hellier asked how long the training session would be and the Clerk replied 
two hours.  Councillor Crouch proposed that the report be received and the Power of 
Wellbeing be aimed for.  This was seconded by Councillor Hellier.  The vote was 14 
in favour and 1 abstention.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be agreed.

24.
TOWN PLAN

The short report was noted.

25.
KEYNSHAM DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY GROUP

Councillor Crouch explained that B&NES have appointed Urban Design consultants 
to look at a new master plan for the centre (also working in Midsomer Norton and 
Radstock).  They were escorted around the Town in the afternoon prior to the 
meeting.  They will be holding a meeting on 3rd June 2009 for invited stakeholders 
and the report is expected at the end of July.


There was also a presentation by Cadbury’s, who are looking for a Developer but no 
new information was forthcoming.

26.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

27.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

There were none.

28.
INFORMATION ITEMS

There were none.

29.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next Council meeting be Tuesday 16th June 2009.

30.
 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public is excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of business to be transacted.

31.
KEYNSHAM CEMETERY

After a discussion in which it was agreed that if this request was granted then the 
policy of no pre-purchases was effectively ‘dead in the water’.  The Clerk also 
explained that as well as preventing the Cemetery from filling up quickly, pre-
purchasing also made it difficult for the grounds team to dig new graves.


Councillor Crouch proposed that the report be received and the request refused.  
This was seconded by Councillor Hellier.  The vote was 11 in favour with 3 
abstentions.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion is noted and the result communicated to the resident.

32.
ACCIDENT AT KEYNSHAM CEMETERY

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.54 p.m.  There were 4 people present before the exclusion.


Signed: .............................................................. Date: .................................................




(Chairman)

