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MINS ANNUAL TOWN MEET

20TH APRIL 2009


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 20th April 2009, at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church, High Street, Keynsham







Present:

Councillor C Davis – Chairman




Parishioners – see attached attendance sheet

In Attendance:
 
E A Giles – Town Clerk
1.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL KEYNSHAM MEETING HELD ON 21ST APRIL 2008

RESOLVED:

That  the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 21st April 2008 be 
confirmed as a true record and be signed by  the Chairman.
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Mrs L Fox, Mr P Oakey, Mrs M Whitehead, Mrs B 
Lowe, Mr D Hill (all of Keynsham History Society) and Councillor R Clark.

3.
GUEST SPEAKER
The Chairman introduced Dr Peter Roberts of the Keynsham and Saltford History Society and Keynsham Heritage Trust.

Dr Roberts spoke of the wealth of history that is associated with Keynsham. This 
began with the Romano-British Villa, one of the largest in the country, the Augustine 
Abbey, the development of the Brass Milling Industry and Chocolate Manufacture. 
Chocolate Manufacture was the theme of his talk.


Joseph Fry was born in 1728, the same year that chocolate manufacturing was 
started in Bristol by the Churchman family. Joseph became an apothecary and began 
manufacturing chocolate in Bristol in 1756 with a staff of six. In 1778 he took on the 
Churchman business. At the height of the business there were sixteen separate 
factories within Bristol as well as schools and homes, with four and a half thousand 
employees in the late 1870’s.


At  the start of the First World War, Fry’s were manufacturing chocolate for the troops 
and held the lion’s share of production, but by the end of the war Cadbury’s and 
Rowntree's had equal  shares. Due to poor planning the Fry family was bankrupt and 
in 1919 the Cadbury brothers took over the business.


Cecil Fry and Egbert Cadbury were tasked with finding a green field site for a new 
factory as the factories in the centre of Bristol were deemed too crowded. Building 
began on the Somerdale site in 1922.

This part of the talk had been illustrated by still photos. Dr Roberts then showed the 
film of chocolate production which had been made in 1935.


At the end of the film Dr Roberts said that this film was an example of Keynsham’s 
rich heritage and the Heritage Trust were looking at ways of best securing this 
heritage for the future. A museum was not viable but if B&NES do build new civic 
offices in The Centre then a display space and storage would be a good site.


The Chairman thanked Dr Roberts for his very interesting talk and film.
4.
PRESENTATION OF KEYNSHAM  GOOD CITIZENS AWARDS

The Chairman announced that there were four recipients of the award this year and 
he would ask them to say a few words.


The first awardee was Mrs Barbara Lowe who had been given the award for her work 
on saving the Augustine Abbey. Barbara is unwell and asked a friend, Sue King to 
accept the award on her behalf. Sue read out some of the details of the work that  
Barbara had been involved with  since the 1960’s, saving artefacts from the abbey  
whilst  the bypass was being built, listing the artefacts, maintaining the site, 
organising walks, talks and generally bringing the abbey  to  the notice of the public. 
The cheque will go to the Bristol History and Archaeology Society.

The second award went to Mrs Margaret Whitehead who also was not able to attend 
as it was the AGM of the Keynsham and Saltford History Society. Her award was 
accepted by Dr Roberts. He gave a brief overview of her work on the abbey and the 
History Society. Her cheque was split between the Keynsham Heritage Trust and the 
Keynsham and Saltford History Society.

The third award went to Mr Russell Leitch for the photographs that he has taken of the changing face of Keynsham since the early 1960’s. Mr Leitch thanked the Town Council for honouring him with this award. He had started taking the photo’s when colour slides started to become cheaper. This was his hobby and he had been surprised by the interest generated in the photos. He has also published two books, one on the history of Keynsham Baptist Church and one about Keynsham Railway Station. His cheque has been given to the Mission Aviation Fellowship, a charity close to his heart. Mr Leitch will be leaving Keynsham after 59 years to live closer to family in Birmingham.


The final recipient was Mr David Sage. Mr Sage said that he was honoured and 
embarrassed to be given the award, compared to the previous recipients. Since the 
mid-1980’s he had been involved with the Avon Wildlife Trust concerned with wildlife 
and conservation. He was now the Chairman but said that lots of other people in the 
Trust did lots of good work and this was not a solo effort.  He also runs the Green 
Team at Wellsway School, which concentrates on conservation issues and maintains 
a wild garden on the school site. He believes that his contribution to Keynsham is 
acting as a link between these two groups and breaking down generational barriers. 
His cheque was divided between the two groups.
5.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 2008/2009

The Chairman went through each page of the report. There were no questions.
6.
PUBLIC FORUM
Councillor A Hale (B&NES) asked about the report on the Town Council Website concerning the new development in South Keynsham and the concerns raised about the footpath between the two  sites being designated a safe route to school and how did this square with the Council’s policy on the school  route that goes behind the houses in Handel  Road. Councillor K Kirwan responded (he had raised the query). He said the two sites were different in that one was a footpath through a 
woodland area and the other was a well used route to and from the Town Centre. This was confirmed by the Clerk.

Dr Roberts asked about the new website, Keep it Local: Keep it Keynsham and was surprised that there was no mention of it in the Annual Report. The Clerk said this was because it was not a Town Council intiative but the Town Council had made a financial contribution to setting up the site. However Rachel Ward, the B&NES Stronger Communities Manager was present and was able to talk about the site. The site is intended to bring the community together and is a marketing tool for the business community. It can be found at www.keynsham.co.uk. Rachel said that there had been a positive response to the site and would improve with more usage. She also referred to a community event planned for Saturday 16th May 2009 and a business event in September. A suggestion was made that there could be closer links with the 
Keynsham and Saltford Times (now known as The Week In...) Rachel said she would explore this.
7.
DATE OF THE 2010 KEYNSHAM TOWN MEETING

RESOLVED:
That this would be Monday 26th April 2010 commencing at 7.30pm, at a venue to be arranged. 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Signed................................................................
Date.....................................................



(Chairman)

