KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 26th April 2010 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church, High Street, Keynsham.







PRESENT:
 
Councillor R Staddon – Chairman




Parishioners – see attached attendance sheet

IN ATTENDANCE:
 E A Giles – Town Clerk
1.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL KEYNSHAM TOWN MEETING HELD ON 20TH APRIL 
2009

With the amendment (it should have been Sue True not King under minute number 
4) it was


RESOLVED:

That  the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 20th April 2009 be confirmed 
as a true record and be signed by  the Chairman.
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors S Gill, C Tucker and B Simmons, R Ward and S Dixon (B&NES), Ms L Young (Keynsham Business and Traders Association) and Mr A Halliday.
3.
GUEST SPEAKER

The Chairman welcomed Mr Keith Walton from the Severnside Community Rail 
Partnership to the meeting. Mr Walton apologised for the fact that his colleague 
Sarah Collins was not present but unfortunately she was delayed on holiday in 
Florida.

The original Partnership was set up about 15 years ago and covered the rural areas 
of Wessex. In 2004 this was expanded to cover the urban areas of Bath, Bristol and 
Weston Super Mare. The partnership is a mix of Network Rail, train operators, Local 
Authorities and community groups. It is a Company limited by guarantee, which 
enables it to bid for grant funding.


Its aims are to: 


Identify, implement and encourage the use of local train services, especially during 
off peak times.


Make local stations more accessible, welcoming and safer.


Deliver quick win projects of a small scale nature.

To achieve this the Partnership works with Community Service teams to improve stations, by weed clearance, installing planters and then work with schools to develop art work for the Station. Local community groups then take on the maintenance work. This all helps to reduce vandalism, graffiti and anti social behaviour. Various examples were shown, including the silhouettes at Keynsham Station.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINS.                        -2-                                       26th April 2010
The partnership produces targeted leaflets and a campaign to encourage young 
people to pay their fares (by introducing cut price tickets in term time). It also 
produces simplified time-tables, the ones in Keynsham show the times for trains to 
Bath and Bristol. In some stations there are community notice boards.


The Partnership’s other activities include briefing on rail issues and working with 
British Transport Police on safety issues.


The following questions were asked:
Who owns the stations and if this is Network Rail then they seem to be abdicating their responsibility on maintenance work?. The stations are owned by Network Rail but managed on their behalf by First Great Western so they tend to deal with the major works. The aim of the Partnership is to add value.


How difficult is it to get schools to be involved with the projects? Generally this is not 
a problem as most schools see the work as different and it enables them to get the 
children’s work in the public domain.


Concern was expressed at children working close to railway lines. Most of the work 
undertaken by schools is done in the classroom. Community Service volunteers are 
supervised at all times and only work on the public areas of the stations. Safety is 
paramount.


Do the Community Service volunteers work on bridges which cross the track? 
Generally not as these are the responsibility of the Highway Authority or First Great 
Western.


The Chairman thanked Mr Walton for his informative talk.
4.
PRESENTATION OF THE KEYNSHAM GOOD CITIZEN AWARD
The Chairman introduced Mrs Delia Luke, who had been nominated for her sterling work in supporting the Brownie and Guide movement in Keynsham over many years. Mrs. Luke was presented with a framed certificate and a cheque for £100 for the Guide Association.


Mrs Luke gave a brief resume of the many roles she had undertaken in the thirty 
years she has been involved. She had been introduced to the Brownies when her 
daughter wished to join and she became a Brown Owl.
5.
ANNUAL  REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL  2010
The Chairman pointed out the typing error under the report of the Internal Audit Sub- Committee, which should read 2009, not 2010. A parishioner asked if the Statement of Internal Control had been accepted by the Council. The Town Clerk confirmed that it had been accepted.
6.
PUBLIC FORUM

A resident wished it to go on record congratulating Jules Allan on the amount of work 
that she had done for Arts Development in the short time she had been in post.
Mr Tolfree asked if anyone on the Council had an overall view of what the Town should look like in the future. He listed the spate of shop closures and bemoaned the arrival of Tesco. The Chairman responded that the Town Council was working with
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 B&NES over the plans for the redevelopment of the Centre and a group of residents, with the support of the Town Council were updating the Town Plan and a questionnaire would be sent out shortly. Dr Peter Roberts, Chairman of the Town Plan Steering Group, advised everyone to complete the questionnaire so that all views could be taken into consideration.
From the floor Councillor Wait informed those present that this would be the last meeting for the Town Clerk, Elaine Giles, as she was retiring at the end of June. He wished to record his thanks to her for her support. The Chairman echoed this view and wished Elaine well.

7.
DATE OF THE 2011 KEYNSHAM TOWN MEETING

RESOLVED:
That this would be Monday 11th April 2011,(an earlier date in April than normal due to the local elections being held in May 2011), at a venue to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 8.34pm.
SIGNED................................................................................ DATE...........................................




(CHAIRMAN)

