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16TH JUNE 2009


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Due to the fact that the lift was not working in the Town Hall, the meeting was held in the Town Council Offices.
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th June 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Town Council Offices

PRESENT:

Councillor R Staddon – Chairman



Councillors R Clark, T Crouch, C Fricker, S Gill, G Hellier, 




A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons, C Tucker and A Wait
IN ATTENDANCE:
 E A Giles – Town Clerk

33.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors D Brassington (holiday), C Davis (family 
commitments), C & K Kirwan (holiday).

34.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12(c).

There were none.

35.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 12th May 2009 be confirmed 
as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

36.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.


With the agreement of Members agenda item 9 was taken next.

37.
LOCAL INVOLVEMENT NETWORK (LINk)

The Chairman welcomed Mike Vousden and Melanie Hartcliff to the meeting.


Mike gave an overview of how LINk had been instituted by the Government to act as 
Patient/HealthCare Forums.  They have statutory powers but the government has not 
prescribed how the 150 across the country will be run.  Money is given to B&NES for 
this work but B&NES still have a duty to provide the service.  LINk has strong 
links with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  Its own committee is self-
nominated and made up of 6 people representing organisations and 6 individual 
members.


Melanie has been working on an engagement strategy and a consultation exercise is 
to finish this week, there have been 500 responses to date.  The responses will 
determine the priority list which will in turn determine the action plan.


The following questions were asked:

Does LINk have a seat on the board of the PCT?  Yes, despite the fact that they also 
cover social care provision as well as health.


Are the members of the LINk board geographically spread?  Generally yes, but as 
Bath is the largest centre of population it does figure highly.  The meetings also 
rotate around the district.

Can LINk inspect care homes if they get complaints?  It is not their job to deal with 
complaints, but they will point people in the right direction and if necessary make 
representations to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Do you have teeth?  There is evidence that bodies are taking them seriously.


The meeting reverted to the listed agenda.
38.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
1. Regional Spatial Strategy – Notification has been received that the RSS will be delayed due to a challenge to the RSS for the East of England.  The High Court has issued an oral judgement saying that certain EU procedures were not followed.  The GOSW are waiting for the written comments to see what impact it could have in this region.

2. Councillor Training for the Power of Well Being – this has been arranged for Tuesday 30th June at 6.30 p.m. in the Town Hall.  The training will last for 2 hours.  Sandwiches will be available from 6 .00 p.m.

3. The next Parish Cluster meeting will take place on Wednesday 24th June at 6.30 p.m. in the Town Hall.  The Clerk will forward the agenda when it is received.  The Clerk said that she had, that evening, received an email to say that the date might be moved to 1st July and responses were needed.  The view of the meeting was that it should stay as the 24th June, but if moved then there were members who could attend.
39.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

There were none.

40.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the Planning Committee (18th May and 8th June 2009) and the 
Grants Working Party (2nd June 2009) be received.

41.
SCHEDULE OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF GRANTS WORKING PARTY

Councillor Crouch proposed that the Schedule of Grants (as recommended by the 
Working Party) be agreed.  This was seconded by Councillor K Simmons.  The vote 
in favour was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the Grants Schedule as printed in the agenda be approved.

42.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 2 (MAY 2009)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions:

CN 182 – Why do we make a separate payment to NALC?  Do they charge for direct 
access?  No, they do not, this is for a yearly publication cost – Direct Information 
Service.

CN 190 – Bus Shelter – Are we claiming from the insurance again?  Is there a cost 
for repeated claims?  Yes and no.


There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts – Month 2 (May 2009) be approved.

43.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 2 (MAY 2009)

There were no questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for Month 2 (May 2009) be received and noted.

44.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 2 (MAY 2009)

There were no questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash expenditure for Month 2 (May 2009) be approved.

45.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 2 (MAY 2009)

4653 – Manor Road other costs – This budget is 75% spent in month 2.  Are we 
going to have a significant overspend on this budget?  Probably – the increase was 
for replacement fire extinguishers at over £400.

1010 – Cemetery – Why is there a difference of £7 between this income and that 
shown on the Bank Reconciliation?  Because this is a transfer of deed fee for which 
we have to charge VAT.


1038 – Footpaths – Are we happy to accept no increase on last year’s payment as 
there have been in previous years?  No choice.

1190 – Interest – Is £8,500 a reasonable figure considering a fall in interest rates? 
Yes.


There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring report for Month 2 (May 2009) be received and noted.
46.
TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2008/9

The Lib Dems asked the following questions relating to the notes to the accounts and 
not the actual accounts themselves:

Page 8 – What is the position regarding section 137 money as raised with Elaine last 
week? – Awaiting answer from accountants, but as I said last week I think it is 
because the figures have been transposed.


Page 9 – Manor Road appears twice and it has not before.  Do we now own Manor 
Road pavilion and contents?  If we do are we insured for this?  No, we don’t own it 
but we have to cover it for insurance purposes so the accountants have included it in 
this year.

What does the £137,055 for multisport equipment consist of?  The biggest cost is 
£130,000 for surface, fencing and floodlights.


Why are our tractors and mowers valued at zero?  Have queried this with the 
accountants.


Why is the cemetery footpath a separate asset?  Because it is listed separately on 
our asset register.

Why has the skateboard park and BMX track moved from a community to an 
infrastructure asset?  Why are the play areas not treated in the same way?  Have 
asked accountants.

There were no further questions.  The Clerk explained that she had not been able to 
get answers to her questions as there were no accountants in the office.  The 
answers will be dealt with at the weekend.  Councillor Crouch proposed that the 
accounts for 2008/9 be approved, assuming satisfactory answers to the questions, 
and that they are signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  This was seconded by 
CouncillorTucker.  There were ten votes in favour and one against.

RESOLVED:

The above proposal was agreed.

47.
ANNUAL RETURN 2008/9

Councillor Crouch proposed that the annual return for 2008/9 be approved and be 
signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  This was seconded by Councillor Hellier.


RESOLVED:

That the above proposal be agreed unanimously.

48.
APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITORS

Councillor Hellier proposed that Auditing Solutions Ltd. be confirmed as the Town 
Council’s Internal Auditor for 2009/10.  This was seconded by Councillor K Simmons.


RESOLVED:

That the above proposal be agreed unanimously.

49.
BANDSTAND – UPDATE

The Clerk confirmed that work had begun on site that day.  A discussion was held on 
the benefits of putting in the electrics at this stage.  The general view around the 
table was that it should happen now.  The Clerk was asked to get the figure from the 
architect and email all councillors.  If the cost was reasonable then the go ahead be 
given as soon as possible and a report brought to the July meeting.


Councillor Crouch proposed that £26,478, as detailed in the agenda be vired from the 
general reserve.  This was seconded by Councillor Wait

The vote in favour was unanimous. 


RESOLVED:

That the above proposal be agreed and the report noted.

50.
FUNDING FOR NEW BANDSTAND EVENTS

The Clerk said that she was surprised to see this item on the agenda as it was 
intended that the Arts Development Worker would be programming events.  In fact 
she had already started some preliminary work and the matter of licences had been 
checked out.


RESOLVED:

That the bandstand programme of events would be undertaken by the Arts 
Development Worker.

51.
KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

After a discussion in which the merits of the various systems were looked at and 
some surprise at the variation in the cost, Councillor Crouch proposed that the 
Council use Vision ICT for its new website.  This was seconded by Councillor Hellier.


 The vote in favour was unanimous.

RESOLVED:

That Vision ICT provides the new website.
52.
KEEP IT LOCAL: KEEP IT KEYNSHAM WEBSITE

As Rachel was not present this item was again deferred.

53.
UPDATE ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted and the Members for the meeting with the suppliers will be 
Councillors Crouch, Hellier and Staddon.
54.
UPDATE ON TOWN PLAN LAUNCH

The Town Clerk informed Members that the Town Plan Steering Committee would be 
meeting on Tuesday 23rd June at 7.00 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Councillor Crouch raised the involvement of B&NES (as represented by Rachel and 
Sara) and felt they should not be involved.  The Clerk said that she believed the 
matter should be raised with the Steering Group. 

She also said that with her experience of the last plan, if she did not have other 
support then it would be unlikely that the plan would be completed by the end of the 
year.


The report was noted.

55.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY

Councillor Wait proposed that the Community Engagement Strategy be adopted. 

This was seconded by Councillor Crouch.  The vote was unanimous.

RESOLVED:

That the Community Engagement Strategy be adopted.
56.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT OF K2 PLANS – REPORT BACK

The report was noted.

57.
KEYNSHAM DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY GROUP

The Clerk reported that Emily Price had spoken to Councillor Terry Gazzard who was 
happy to have three representatives from the Town Council.  This will be Councillors 
Crouch and Staddon.  The Conservative group would notify the Clerk as soon as 
possible.

58.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

The Lib Dems asked when the board at the Tennis Hut would be replaced.  The 
Clerk replied that it had already been put back.  The report was noted.

59.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the correspondence items listed in the agenda are received and the Clerk 
completes the Air Quality Survey form on behalf of the Town Council, as discussed at 
the last meeting.
60.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the information items listed in the agenda be noted.

61.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be 14th July 2009.

62.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of business to be transacted.

63.
INFORMATION LETTER – MULTI–WHEEL FACILITY

The letter was approved with the addition of notification of a 3D version available at 
the Music Festival.  Councillors also asked for a copy of the plan when it arrived.

64.
COMPLAINT RE PLAY AREA

The Clerk informed Members that she had received a letter of complaint from the 
mother of a two year old who ran into the skate park and allegedly burnt his hands on 
the half pipe.  The resident wanted to know why a locking mechanism was not on the 
gate?  The Clerk responded and informed the resident that under Rospa guidelines 
the gates had to be freely opening and closing.


The meeting closed at 9.27 p.m.  There were no members of the public present.

SIGNED.......................................................... DATE.............................................




(Chairman)
