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14TH APRIL 2009


KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Town Hall, Keynsham

PRESENT:

Councillor C Davis – Chairman

Councillors D Brassington, R Clark, T Crouch, C Fricker, S Gill,

G Hellier, C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons, R Staddon, C Tucker and A Wait

IN ATTENDANCE:
Councillor C Gerrish, Elaine Giles – Town Clerk


308.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.

309.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To  receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11\59 including paragraph 12(2).


Councillors Clark, Crouch, Hellier, B Simmons and Staddon declared an interest in 
minute no 324 as members of the Council’s Planning Committee.

310.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 17th March 2009 be confirmed as a true 
record and be signed by the Chairman.

311.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

312.
ANNOUNCEMENTS  BY THE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Fricker to his first Town Council meeting.

313.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

Councillor Hellier expanded on her question. The Clerk explained that for the 
purposes of Quality Status the Town Council needed its own independent website 
and there was no money in the budget for improvements. Councillor Crouch 
proposed that the matter be deferred as there was a further item on the agenda 
regarding websites. This was agreed.

Councillor Crouch asked if there had been any response regarding the questions that 
were raised at the last meeting about the B&NES Youth Service changes. The Clerk  
explained that she had received a phone call to say that the person covering 
Keynsham  was Val Smith and that the Cadbury money, £10,000 for three years,
could only be used for projects and activities, not rent. It was agreed to invite Mrs 
Val Smith to the next meeting of the Council.

314.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES/WORKING PARTIES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Multi-Wheel Facility Working Party (17th March 2009), Grants Working Party (24th March 2009) and the Planning Committee (31st March 2009) be received and the recommendations from the Grants Working Party (mins 12, 13, 14 and 15) be approved.

315.
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT OF AIR QUALITY IN KEYNSHAM

The Chairman welcomed Mr Spalding to the meeting.
Mr Spalding explained that the monitoring of air quality (Nitrogen Dioxide) is a requirement by DEFRA on all Councils and B&NES have been doing this in Keynsham since 2002. At certain points along the High Street levels are higher than government guidelines and so B&NES are looking to set up an Air Quality Management Area. B&NES will be consulting on the extent of the area over the next three months. Once this is set in place a further year of monitoring will take place and if the situation has not improved that an Action Plan will be set up.


The following comments were made;


That the area should include Ashton Way and the lower part of Charlton Road.


The new houses and supermarket will add to the congestion.


How can the problem be remedied? By a variety of traffic schemes, bike hire, shop 
mobility for the disabled, parking restrictions. There was no one magic bullet.


Can the AQMA impact on planning applications? They have not done so to date.

Is this a problem for residents? It could have impacts on people with respiratory 
problems.


The Chairman thanked Mr Spalding for attending the meeting.

316.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 12, MARCH 2009

The Liberal Democrats asked the following questions;

1. Cheque no 1421 - does this mean that we have given the Music Festival the £15,450 budgeted or more? In actual fact we have given them £13,262 (as some monies still outstanding).
2. Cheque 158 - Play Area Inspection – is paying for this part of our agreement with B&NES on leasing the play areas? No, under the terms of our insurance policy the play areas need to be inspected by a Rospa qualified inspector. B&NES provide this service for us and other parish councils and for this we get 4 quarterly detailed inspections and 52 weekly inspections.

3. Cheque no 166 - How much of this premium is for terrorism insurance? The Clerk said that she did not know what the percentage split was. It was agreed that the Clerk would find out this information.
4. Cheque no 157 - why was it necessary at the year end to spend £836 on maintenance items and how much was for Manor Road? £742 was for a replacement aerator for Manor Road the rest was for parts for the flymo’s.


There were no further questions.


 RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts for Month 12 (March 2009) be approved.
317.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 12 (MARCH 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for Month 12 (March 2009) be received and noted.
318.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 12 (MARCH 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for Month 12 (March 2009) be approved.
319.
BUDGET MONITORING – MONTH 12 (MARCH 2009)

The Liberal Democrats asked the following questions:-
1. 4047 - Telephone Lease - why was this budget only half spent? The Clerk said that she had checked with 07/08 figures and the two were comparable so can only put it down to overbudgeting.
2. 4101 – Christmas Lights - why was this so underspent? The invoice had not yet been received from B&NES.

3. 4506 – Unity Road rent - is this last payment and when will we have to pay for the new one. Yes it was the last payment.

4. 4653 – Manor Road other costs – why has it been necessary to spend so much this month which has sent this over budget? Replacement aerator.
5. Councillor Crouch asked if the Clerk could prepare a report for the next meeting looking to see if any budget headings might be overspent/underspent during the current financial year. This was agreed.

6. Councillor Crouch asked if the Clerk could confirm the amounts going into reserve. He calculated that there would be £30,000 to earmarked reserves and £50,000 to the general reserve. The Clerk said that the figures were in the right area but would be confirmed when the accountants had prepared the final accounts.

RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring Report for Month 12 (March 2009) be received and 
noted.

320.
KEEP IT LOCAL: KEEP IT KEYNSHAM – REQUEST FOR FUNDING

In view of the comments in minute no.313 Councillor Crouch proposed that the Clerk 
provide a report for the next meeting on costs and that Rachel Ward be invited along 
to answer questions. This was seconded by Councillor Staddon. The vote in favour 
was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be agreed.

321.
KEYNSHAM MUSIC FESTIVAL

The question had been raised at the meeting of the Music Festival Association 
regarding outstanding income and the willingness of the Town Council to underwrite 
the Festival. The Clerk said that it was always agreed that the Town Council would 
underwrite any debts, if the Music Festival Association had no money left. With 
regard to the outstanding figure, if the money was received then it would be passed 
to the Association. However, if the Town Council have to write off the debt then they 
would not make good the deficit in view of the fact that the Association still had 
money in its account. This was agreed.
322.
ANNUAL SAFETY INSPECTION OF PLAY AREAS

RESOLVED:

That the report be received and noted.

323.
B&NES CONSULTATION ON DRAFT PUBLIC PATH ORDER POLICY

Councillor Gerrish reported that B&NES were working on a gating order policy which 
would sit alongside this one. This policy will also be put out for consultation.


It was agreed that the Clerk would write to B&NES to say that the Town Council had 
considered the draft and were content with it.

324.
SOUTH WEST KEYNSHAM CONSULTATION (K2)

After a short general discussion, Councillors Clark, Crouch, Hellier, Simmons 
and Staddon left the room.


It was agreed that the consultation form would not be completed but that the Clerk 
would write to the Developers with the following comments/concerns;


Concern over traffic impacts on pollution levels.


Suggest that St Clements Road be used as an access point to site B as well as Park 
Road.


Concern over the type of employment use, in view of closeness to homes, hours of 
working must be controlled.


Do not believe that the local convenience stores are necessary and it may help to 
integrate the new site with the existing community if they use the same shops.


Concerns that the footpath links between the two sites may in time be designated a 
safe route to school and involve paving and lights, which would not be appropriate for 
a woodland setting.


Ask for allotment provision on the site.


Raise concerns over the need for public transport through the site and general public 
transport improvement, e.g. more trains stopping at Keynsham Station.
325.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

RESOLVED:

That the report be received and noted.

326.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

There were none.

327.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the information items listed on the agenda be noted.

328.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next Town Council meeting be Tuesday 12th May 2009.


The meeting closed at 8.55pm. There were 3 members of the public present.

Signed.......................................................................
Date.........................................




(Chairman)

