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MINS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

14TH JULY 2009

KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2009 at 7.30 pm in the 
Town Hall, Keynsham___________________________________________________ 
PRESENT:

Councillor R Staddon – Chairman




Councillors D Brassington, R Clark, T Crouch, C Fricker, G Hellier,



A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons and A Wait
IN ATTENDANCE:
EA Giles –Town Clerk




Councillor C Gerrish – B&NES

65.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors C Davis (other commitment), S Gill (fall), 

C and K Kirwan (holiday).

66.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).


There were none.

67.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2009 be confirmed as a true 
record and be signed by the Chairman.

68.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr R North, a resident asked that everyone involved with the Music Festival receive 
his thanks for their hard work and effort, making the event a huge success. He asked 
the Councillors to offer a vote of thanks to those unsung heroes. This was endorsed 
by Councillors Crouch and Wait.  A vote of thanks was recorded.

With the agreement of the Members the Chairman brought forward agenda item 
20.

69.
KEEP IT LOCAL:KEEP IT KEYNSHAM WEBSITE – REQUEST FOR FUNDING

The Chairman welcomed Rachel Ward to the meeting.


Rachel reminded everyone that she had written in March requesting £2,000 towards 
upgrades for the website and other publicity (leaflets and billboards). This was 
because her budget for projects, which covers Keynsham and the Chew Valley, had 
been cut to £5,500.

           
The original Community Day had been ‘washed out’ and had been run this last 
Saturday in conjunction with the Farmers Market and arts activities. Rachel is 
planning a similar event in September which will focus on businesses.


Rachel went on to say that B&NES have put aside some money for recession 
funding, to cover Farmers Markets and local initiatives and there is a pot of £12,000 
to cover Keynsham, Midsomer Norton and Radstock. She has not yet been able to 
find out how this money will be split. There is a further £5,000 held in Bath for the 
market towns.


After a short discussion Councillor B Simmons proposed that the £2,000 be awarded 
from 
the New Initiatives/Community Safety budget. This was seconded by 
Councillor Brassington. The vote was eight in favour with two abstentions.


RESOLVED:


That the above motion be agreed.


The meeting reverted to the printed agenda.

70.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman had two announcements;

i) 
B&NES had notified the Clerk that over the next two weeks they will be undertaking a parking survey, including Saturdays.

ii) 
The AGM of the Community Action Group will take place on Wednesday 29th July 2009 in the Village Hall, Long Ashton at 2.00pm. Does anyone wish to attend? Cllr. Brian Simmons agreed to attend.
71.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

There were none.

72.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Young People’s Liaison Group (11th June 2009), Arts Working Party (18th June 2009), Planning Committee (29th June 2009), Personnel Sub Committee (6th July 2009) and Internal Audit Sub Committee (8th July 2009) be received.
73.
MOTION ON NOTICE

Councillor Hellier withdrew her motion.

74.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 3 – JUNE 2009

The Liberal Democrats asked the following questions;


CN 1488 – Seems a bit late for this cheque given we are in the process of building 
the bandstand. Is this because we didn’t rate the service and if so have we paid the 
full amount? 
This cheque was for the extra work that was needed for the revised planning application and for building regulations and tender work. No, the full amount has not yet been paid.

CN 1490 – We don’t remember using skidsteers before. Is this a new development? 
No, this was an annual bill for the repair work at Manor Road.

There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts for month 3 (June 2009) be approved.

75.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 3 – JUNE 2009 

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 3 (June 2009) be received and noted.

76.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 3 – JUNE 2009 

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash for month 3 (June 2009) be approved.

77.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 3 – JUNE 2009 

The Liberal Democrats asked the following questions;


Office Security: 82.8% spent, Office Cleaning: 48.9% spent and Office Repair and 
Maintenance: 84.6% spent. It should be round about 25% spent: Why is the office 
costing us more than we budgeted for? Office Security is the annual bill for servicing 
the alarm system, £438. Office Cleaning includes annual charge for sanitary bins 
£341 and Office Repairs and Maintenance £444 for fire extinguishers.

Bus Shelter Maintenance 288.3% and Additional Bus Shelters 163.2% over budget. We know insurance and B&NES contributions involved, please can these figures be explained? The money from B&NES towards the Charlton Road bus shelter was allocated to  maintenance, actually making this figure 288% in credit (minus sign in front on figure indicates a credit) this has now been reallocated to additional bus shelters,  making 4061 having spent 0.1% of its budget and 4702 has spent 104% of its budget.

There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring Report for month 3 (June 2009) be received and noted.

78.
TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2008/9 – ANSWERS TO QUERIES
RESOLVED:

That the Report be received.

79.
STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL

The Liberal Democrats asked the following questions:
Bullet point 5 – We are not clear (possible poor English). Is Elaine looking at software or is she using software to ensure good practice? Will be using the software recommended by the auditor.

Bullet point 7 – How widely available are these polices to the General Public? Are they on the website? Councillor Wait would like to look at the lone worker policy; presumably these policies are available in the Office for Councillors. Yes, some of the policies are available on the website, others by hard copy – the list is under the Freedom of Information section.

There were no further questions.


RESOLVED:

That the Statement of Internal Control for 2009/10 be approved.
80.
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2008/9

RESOLVED:

That the Internal Audit Report for 2008/9 be received and noted.

81.
ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF INTERNAL AUDIT

RESOLVED:

That the recommendation of the Internal Audit Sub-Committee be approved (that the 
internal audit letter is updated).

82.
ANNUAL RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT

The Action Plan for the Risk Management Assessment was approved and signed by 
the Clerk and the Chairman.

83.
PERSONNEL POLICIES RELATING TO STAFF

RESOLVED:

That the recommendations of the Personnel Sub Committee be approved. 

84.
BANDSTAND UPDATE
The Clerk reported that the work on the stage and the back wall commenced last 
week with a finishing date of the end of July. The Arts Development Worker is looking 
at programming a few events in August/September. 
85.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

RESOLVED:

That the Report be noted.

86.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the correspondence items listed in the agenda be received.

87.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the information items listed in the agenda be noted.

88.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be Tuesday 11th August 2009.

89.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public is excluded from the meeting for the following item of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

90.
HOURS OF THE DEPUTY TOWN CLERK

After a lengthy discussion in which Councillor Crouch reiterated his concerns about 
making this alteration in the middle of the year, Councillor K Simmons suggested 
that 
the office staff record the time spent on projects for three months and the matter 
be 
reviewed. This was seconded by Councillor Brassington. The vote was eight in 
favour with two abstentions.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be agreed.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. There were two members of the public present before the exclusion.


SIGNED: …………………………………………                DATE: …………………..
                                                  (Chairman)

