KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 17th November 2009 at 7.30pm in the Town Hall, Keynsham

PRESENT:

Councillor R Staddon – Chairman




Councillors D Brassington, R Clark, T Crouch, C Davis, C Fricker, 




G Hellier, C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, B Simmons, K Simmons, 


C Tucker and A Wait

IN ATTENDANCE:
Councillor C Gerrish (B&NES)



E A Giles – Town Clerk

161.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor S Gill (fall).
162.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct\0 Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).

Councillor Crouch declared an interest in agenda item 7, as the Chairman of the 
ALCA group.

163.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2009 be confirmed as a true 
record and be signed by the Chairman.

164.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.


With the agreement of the Members agenda items 7 and 8 were moved forward.

165.
ALCA – MEMBERSHIP FEES 2010

Unfortunately Mrs Addis had arrived but was not able to enter the Council 
Chamber as the lift was not working.

The Chairman welcomed Mr N Walter to the meeting.


Mr Walter handed round a copy of the ALCA leaflet and a spreadsheet showing the 
figures relating to the Town Council (copy attached to the minute book). He explained 
that the reason for the change in the way the fees were structured was due to 
complaints from the smaller parishes who believed that they were subsidising the 
larger parishes. The decision to apply 17p across the board was taken at the AGM.


There were various comments and questions from the Town Councillors; that smaller 
councils use ALCA more; a ‘poll tax’ is never popular; was the figure used at the 
decision at the AGM endorsed by the Executive Committee of ALCA? Is the voting at 
the AGM weighted or do all council’s votes count the same?
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It was agreed that the Council would discuss this again at the December meeting and 
that the Clerk would write to ALCA for clarification on the points raised above.

166.
B&NES - PRESENTATION ON CORE STRATEGY DOCUMENT

The Chairman welcomed David Trigwell and Neil Best to the meeting.

Mr Trigwell went through the options and stressed the need for a wide community response. It is possible to make other suggestions as well as considering the ones in the document. Mr Best then explained in more detail the options for Keynsham.
The following questions/points were made: what effect will the Kraft bid have on the potential land use of the Somerdale site? This is still a big “if” but if the factory remains then a plan B will have to be formulated. What is the rationale behind the figures used in the two options for Keynsham? It has good access links and the possibility of 
taking some employment from Bath. What sort of employment is envisaged? Mostly office based but option 2 includes some light industrial. Will new employment opportunities in the Town add to traffic congestion? Potentially yes. Have the public transport people been included in the consultation? Yes. Why is Hicks Gate not considered an option for development? Because of its isolation from services.

167.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman had five announcements;

1. There are to be further advice/consultation sessions for the Core Strategy, specifically relating to Climate Change. The event in Keynsham will be held on Friday 4th December 2009, 2 - 6pm for information and advice and from 6.15 – 9pm which is a facilitated event and workshops. If you are interested in attending please contact the Clerk so that she can give you the contact details.

2. The Town Council will be deciding its response to the Core Strategy at the meeting on 15th December.

3. The Council has received an invitation to a Preview of a bespoke parish mapping initiative. This will be held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 from 6-8pm in the Stanton Building at Bath Spa’s Newton Park Campus. Does anyone wish to attend?
Councillors Crouch, Hellier, Fricker and B Simmons said yes.

4. Christmas Lights – The Clerk has been trying to find out when the lights will be erected. 

5. The Chairman asked if any Councillors had received the winter newsletter? One or two had. The Clerk then asked if Members would let her know if/when they receive them.

168.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

Councillor Crouch asked if the Clerk had received the parking permits for day time 
use? The Clerk said no. It was agreed to write a letter to Mr. Chipp as the matter had 
been raised four months ago.


Councillor Crouch asked if other Councillors had received a leaflet from the new 
EuroSpa advertising a café on the premises? It was agreed that the Clerk would write 
to the planning department to ask if change of use was required.
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169.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

The Clerk explained that the Planning Committee of 28th September 2009 and the 
Allotments Committee of 6th October 2009 had been received at the October 
meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning meeting of 19th October 2009 and the Victorian 
Evening Working Party of 2nd November 2009 be received.

170.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 7 (OCTOBER 2009)

The Lib Dems asked the following question:

1. Chq No 280 – Can you explain why there was an overpayment from Zurich, please? In 2008 a claim was made for damage to the bus shelter on Bristol Road. The cheque received at the time was overpaid and not spotted by us.


RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of Accounts for month 7 (October 2009) be approved.

171.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 7 (OCTOBER 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 7 (October 2009) be received and noted.

172.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 7 (OCTOBER 2009)

RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for month 7 (October 2009) be approved.
173.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 7 (OCTOBER 2009)

The Lib Dems asked the following questions;

1. Code 4027 Insurance – is this budget going to be under spent as after 7 months only 44.5% has been used? There will be a small under spend but there are 5 more monthly payments to be made.

2. Code 4654, Manor Road Utilities- £832 electricity refunds Water bill £124, difference £708 figure shown is £669. Please explain the £39 difference. Is it VAT? Yes at 5%.

3. Code 1010 Cemetery – we are now considerably over budget, is this an exceptional year or should we increase this in next year’s budget? This is an income code. So yes we have had more income in than budgeted for, but it would be unwise to increase the expectation next year.

4. Code 1041 Music Festival – why does this show £1,500 income this month when the bank reconciliation shows £1150 from B&NES and £500 from Fairtrade? I find it hard to believe VAT is involved in donations. Yes VAT is involved. The invoice for B&NES included VAT as theirs was a grant and they get advertising in the programme. The FairTrade money was treated as a contribution, which does not attract VAT.
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174.
CONCLUSION OF AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2008/09

RESOLVED:

That the report by the External Auditor be received and noted.

175.
REQUEST BY KEYNSHAM ROTARY CLUB TO MAINTAIN DEFIBRILLATOR

There was a discussion about this and the general view was that we were not 
informed at the time of the original request that this was planned. Councillor Crouch 
proposed that the answer be no. This was seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote 
was 13 in favour and 1 abstention.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be approved.

176.
KEYNSHAM FARMERS MARKET – REQUEST FOR FUNDING

Councillor B Simmons proposed that £600 be given to the Keynsham Farmers 
Market to provide music in 2010/2011. This was seconded by Councillor K Kirwan. 
The vote was 13 in favour and one against.

RESOLVED:

That the above motion be approved.

177.
REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM TIMEOUT

Councillor Crouch proposed that the request be approved to a maximum of £1,000. 
This was seconded by Councillor Wait. The vote in favour was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be approved.

178.
REQUEST FOR FUNDING TO SPONSOR KEYNSHAM ARTS AND PUBLIC 
SPACES PROJECT

After a short discussion Councillor Crouch proposed that the request be agreed, 
subject to funding being received from Quartet. This was seconded by Councillor K 
Simmons. The vote in favour was unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the above motion be approved.

179.
BANDSTAND

The Clerk said that she felt that the report was self explanatory. It was agreed to 
purchase a dummy CCTV camera.
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180.
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – GUEST SPEAKER
It was agreed to try to get someone from First Great Western or Network Rail to talk about Keynsham Station or Mike Greedy of the Passenger Group. Inspector Stuckes was a 
standby.

181.
TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP MEETING

Councillor Crouch stated that he was concerned that the Town Plan Steering Group 
had assumed that the extras £2,000 to be spent was not a reserve amount and there 
was talk of using the money to employ consultants to analysis the results of the 
second questionnaire. He was against this.  After a discussion Councillor Crouch 
proposed that the Steering Group be informed that this money could not be used for 
consultants. This was seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote was 13 in favour and 
1 abstention.


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2009 be noted and the above 
motion be approved.
182.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM

The report was noted.

183.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

It was agreed that the Clerk write to the Forest of Avon to ask if they had corporate 
membership and to tell them of the Town Council’s Grants.


RESOLVED:

That the correspondence items as listed in the agenda be received.

184.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:

That the information items listed in the agenda be noted.

185.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 15th December 2009.

186.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public is excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
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187.
EMPLOYMENT LAW/HEALTH AND SAFETY COVER

After a discussion Councillor Crouch proposed that the recommendations in the 
report be agreed and this was seconded by Councillor Hellier. The vote in favour was 
unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That the recommendations in the report be approved.

188.
KEYNSHAM MUSIC FESTIVAL – CHANGES TO LINKS

After a long discussion Councillor Wait proposed that the recommendations in the 
report be agreed and a further report be brought to the December meeting. This was 
seconded by Councillor K Simmons. The vote in favour was unanimous.

RESOLVED:

That the above motion be agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm. There were 7 members of the public present before 
the exclusion.

SIGNED..............................................(Chairman)        DATE........................................
