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MINS TOWN COUNCIL 

10TH January 2012

KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2012 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Keynsham.
PRESENT:

Councillor G Hellier (Chairman) 
Councillors T Crouch, C Fricker, A Hickling, B Jenkins, D Johnson, A Matthews, L O’Brien, B Simmons, K Simmons and R Staddon. 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jo Swift –Town Clerk and Councillor C Gerrish (B&NES Council)
418.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors J Coggins, C Davis and S Rossiter.
419.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority(Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).

420.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2011 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

421.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None.
422.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

None.
423.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS
The following question has been received from Councillor C Fricker: 

'Councillor Brian Jenkins and I attended the Bristol Airport Council liaison meeting and were impressed with the intention to work with local councils. We were again invited to send a group to the airport for a tour of the operation and ask Keynsham Town Council 'would you like to have a group visit to the airport summer 2012?'
RESOLVED:

That a group visit to the airport in the summer be organised.

The following question has been received from Councillor T Crouch: 

‘At the November meeting of Council I asked if we could write to the Factory Manager of the Fry’s site and request a meeting in order to ascertain the current position regarding the future of the site. In view of the recent announcement regarding the site can the Town Clerk please write to Nigel Holland the Managing Director of Taylor Wimpey in Bristol and ask that he meet with the Town Council as soon as possible to discuss ideas for the site’.

This was discussed, it was mentioned that this may be premature as a consultation is planned however others felt that it was important for the Town Council to develop a relationship and have a voice. Reports in the press suggest that Taylor Wimpey is keen to be involved in discussions. A vote was taken; there were 8 in favour and 3 abstentions.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk writes to the Managing Director of Taylor Wimpey.

The following question has been received from Councillor T Crouch: 

‘In view of the letter written by the Leader of B&NES Council, Councillor Paul Crossley and published in the Evening Post on Saturday can the Town Council write to Councillor Crossley to ascertain what action he has taken to rectify the state of the station as described by him. Can we also please write to Network Rail complaining about the state of the station and in particular request that real time signs are erected as soon as possible?.
The article in the Evening Post was read out to members. All agreed to the request.
RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk writes to Councillor Paul Crossley and Network Rail as detailed above.
424.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Planning Committee - 19th December 2011 and the Young Peoples Liaison Group - 8th December 2011 be received.

425.
YOUNG PEOPLES NEWSLETTER 

The Town Clerk mentioned that there was not much information available as discussions about this were in the early stages. Some Members felt that the newsletter should go to all residents of Keynsham, young and old as the Youth Service should be promoted to everyone.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council agrees in principal that a Youth Newsletter is produced in partnership with other youth agencies and that the cost of producing it is shared. 
426.
REPLACEMENT SWINGS AT HOLMOAK ROAD 

Due to the information received in the report all agreed that it would be wasting money if the swings were replaced at the present time. It was mentioned that when the swings are removed a sign should be erected to notify residents of the reasons why the swings are not presently being replaced.

RESOLVED:


That the Junior 2 Bay Swing at Holmoak Road is not to be replaced.
427.
PARLIAMENT OUT REACH 

RESOLVED:

That members would like to take up the opportunity to receive some free non-political training and that a workshop style session would be the preferred choice of training.
428.
VENUE FOR TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 2012/2013 

RESOLVED:

That future Town Council meetings will be held at Castle Primary School from April 2012.
429.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 9 (December 11)

There were no questions asked. 
RESOLVED:

That the schedule of accounts for month 9 be approved.
430.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 9 (December 11)
The following question was asked:

Where has the credit from Opus energy been placed in the income & expenditure account? £69.00 was spent on Cemetery Utilities, the credit was £22.48 = £46.52 and this figure does show on the Income & Expenditure against 4405.

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 9 be received and noted.
431.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 9 (December 11)
The following questions were asked:

CN YS64 – What is a card reader for? It is an item that you plug your camera into and then into your pc to view photographs.

CN YS67 – What did we pay the snooker club for? CAF 

RESOLVED:


That the Petty Cash Expenditure for month 9 be approved.
431.
JOURNALS
Noted, no further comments.

432.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 9 (December 11) 

The following questions were asked:

4096 – Miscellaneous – Where does the £1 allocated to this budget heading appear in the accounts? Is it CN 252 in the petty cash that has had its code amended to 4045 - stationery? 63p was over paid to HMRC on the December payroll; this was coded to Miscellaneous expenditure, which Omega rounds up to £1

It was mentioned that although asking financial questions was of value, asking questions relating to such a small amount was a waste of the Town Clerk’s time and the cost in responding cost a lot more than the amount being queried. The response to this was that Councillors can ask what ever questions they want to regardless of the amount.

RESOLVED:


That the Budget Monitoring for month 9 be received and noted.
433.
YOUTH EXPENDITURE – (December 11)
The following question was asked:

Why are the salaries fluctuating so much? It must be difficult to budget with such fluctuations. The fluctuations are caused by overtime payments. If Youth Workers go on a trip then they are paid overtime.
A discussion took place about whether or not the overtime for Youth Workers should be reported to Town Council. The Town Clerk explained that she kept a record of all overtime payments each month. It was felt that this would not be necessary as it had previously been agreed that the Youth Workers’ salaries would be detailed separately on the Budget Monitoring/Income and Expenditure report as from the start of the next financial year (1st April 2012).
RESOLVED:


That the attached Youth Expenditure sheet be received and noted. 

434.
ARTS 

A lengthy discussion took place. Some members felt that the £4K ring fenced for Art grants should be dealt with via the Town Council’s existing grants procedure and the monies for Arts identified separately. Others felt that as there was already an Arts Working Party that it should be dealt with through that group.

It was proposed that funding for Arts Development be administered by the Arts Working Party, this was seconded. The vote was 6 in favour, 2 against and 3 abstentions.

RESOLVED:
That funding for Arts Development is administered through the Arts Working Party but approval will be given by the full Town Council for any funding to be released.
It was proposed and seconded that the suggested £4,000 be put into the Arts Development budget. The vote was 10 in favour and 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:

That £4,000 is put into the Arts Development budget for the financial year 2012/13.
435.
DRAFT TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET 2012/2013
The Town Clerk reported that she had just recently received documentation from the Allotments Association detailing their forthcoming capital requirements. Members felt that as no costings had been provided it was very difficult to agree an amount to be put in the budget. It was suggested that no amount be put into the budget for 2012/13 but that any expenditure required by the Allotment Association could be brought to the Town Council on an ad hoc basis to discuss. All agreed.


RESOLVED:


That no monies be put into the allotments budget for 2012/13.

The following questions were asked:
4092 – Subscriptions – Is there enough in this budget? We have spent £914 already this year - £214 over budget although next years budget is being decreased from £700 to £650. I would have thought this budget heading would have been fairly static? The Town Council had no intention of joining South West Provincial Employers due to being with Ellis Whittham therefore this was not budgeted for. However it was more cost effective to continue with them for one more year as they are doing the job evaluations and the price was much less for a member. The Town Clerk has stopped some of the less useful subscriptions hence the drop to £650 from £700. 
1010 – Cemetery - Actual income 2011/12 shows £34393 with probable income £30000 which doesn’t make sense. Am I right in thinking this does not affect the budget? It is most likely that we will get an income of £30K from the Cemetery each year however this can vary depending on how many burials there are. It is good practise to never over budget on income. We don’t know from one year to the next how many burials there will be, £30K is a ‘safe’ figure to use.  
All were in favour of the attached budget.

RESOLVED:

That the budget for 2012/2013 be agreed. 
Councillor T Crouch proposed the increase of 2% to the precept (version 2); this was seconded by Councillor R Staddon. A vote was taken: there were 10 in favour and 1 abstention. 

RESOLVED:

That the 2012/2013 precept be increased by 2% from 435,109 to £443,811. 
436.
LIONS CLUB OF KEYNSHAM – DISTRICT LIONS THANKSGIVING SERVICE 2012 
A discussion took place about the benefit to Keynsham residents and the use of public money. It was felt that the Town Council could not provide support as requested by the Lions Club. All agreed.

RESOLVED:
That no financial support be given to the Lions Club (as requested) and that the Town Clerk writes to explain the reasons why.
437.
NEW CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 


The Councillors that expressed an interest in choosing the Christmas Lights are:

Councillors A Crouch, K Simmons, B Simmons, R Staddon and G Hellier. 

438.
PHOTO FRAMES FOR HISTORICAL FLOOD PHOTOS

A vote was taken: there were 10 in favour and 1 against.


RESOLVED:


That frames for displaying photographs as detailed in the agenda be purchased.
439.
TOWN GUIDE 2012 

The document was gone through page by page and changes noted. The major concern was the map that had been provided had many spelling mistakes in it, major errors such as showing two Rugby Clubs, numerous streets were not shown. All agreed that the map could not be used. It was suggested that maybe the Parish Mapping on line could possibly be used.
After the amendments have been made and before going to print members requested to view it again and if not possible at a Town Council meeting then it is to be made available in the office for members to view.

440.
MEMORIAL SAFETY TESTING AT CEMETERY
Noted, no further comments.
441.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT

RESOLVED:

That the damage/vandalism report be noted.

442.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS 
RESOLVED:

That the correspondence items as listed on the agenda be received.

443.
INFORMATION ITEMS

RESOLVED:


That the information items as listed on the agenda be received.

444.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

To note that the scheduled date and time for the Town Council's next meeting is Tuesday 14th February 2012 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting ended at 9.30pm. There were no members of the public.
SIGNED......................................................................................DATE.......................................


(CHAIRMAN)

