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KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Keynsham Town Centre Management Working Party held on Monday 9th January 2012 at 10.00am in the Town Council Offices

PRESENT:
Councillors T Crouch, B Jenkins, L O’Brien and B Simmons, P Morgan (KBA) and J Sawyer (Churches Together), S Dixon (B&NES Council), Insp. T Stuckes (Keynsham Police), M Barrow  and L Young (KBA).
IN ATTENDANCE:
J Swift (Town Clerk) and Councillor G Hellier.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor C Gerrish (B&NES) and Councillor R Staddon (KTC).

2.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


That the minutes of the Town Centre Management Working Party held on 3rd October 2011 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No 1159 including paragraph 12 (2).

There were none.

4.
RE- DEVELOPMENT OF TOWN CENTRE – UPDATE

The Town Clerk had contacted Emily Price to provide an update for the meeting but had not had a reply.

It was reported that there was to be further consultations this month but no news about this as yet.

5.
B&NES STRONGER COMMUNITIES MANAGER 

Rachel Ward has now gone on sabbatical leave for a year so there will be some changes to her work. A detailed report had been distributed earlier and the following comments were made:

‘Keep It Local Keep It’ – the contract is now up and it has been decided to manage in house to keep costs down, no difference will be seen. Any comments please feed back to Sara over the next few months.

Item 5 – this is new information added to the report as it was felt it may be of use to the group and the question was asked if the group wanted to continue to have it provided.? - yes. 

Councillor Gill Hellier and Lisa O’Brien spoke about the Town Council’s intention to celebrate the Queens Jubilee, which will be held on Sunday 3rd June. The Town Council are presently in the process of talking to B&NES Council about highway closures. The Church will put on a Civic Service and a street party will follow. More information will be provided after a meeting next week, it is expected that there will be a press release to go into the local paper and information will be provided on the Town Council’s website. Anyone interested in getting involved in the event is welcome.

Item 3.1 – the S106 monies is at the ‘initial expressions of interest’ stage. Information  can be found on the Town Council website where there is a direct link to more detailed information on B&NES Council website. It states on the website what the money can and cannot be used for and that it has to be a capital project and not a revenue project.

6.
TOWN PLAN – UPDATE

The summaries have been completed and amalgamated and are presently being checked. The Town Plan will go to the February Town Council meeting for approval and then the Plan can be released.

7.
CURRENT TOPICAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE TOWN CENTRE

· It was released on Friday 6th January that Taylor Wimpey has the Cadburys site and major development is to be done at the site. They have reported that there will be public consultation.

· Police report 

Death in Twerton over the weekend. It is not thought to be a suspicious death.  

Two significant drug dealers that deal in Keynsham have been arrested. Cocaine is the hard drug of choice in the Keynsham area; however the police are on the ball and the Police can give reassurance as residents provide good information regarding drug use which enable the Police to take forceful action and the results of this pay dividends.

A graph was produced which shows that crime in Bath & North East Somerset has gone down in the last 10 years and the same applies to Keynsham. The Police have more time to deal with the crimes. The results are good against the national trend, which wasn’t the case 6 years ago.

Are there many reports of drug problems at the skate park? No, the drug problems are not with young people they are with adults.

Anti social behaviour has increased – people are more aware of it and therefore report it more. Violent crime has increased also but is low in this area. Burglary and vehicle crime has gone down significantly.

Will there be a Police presence in the new re-development? Negotiations/discussions are taking place. It was felt that this would be positive for Keynsham as would give a police presence in the High Street. 

· It was mentioned in the last minutes that the leader of the Council (Paul Crossley) was invited but he was not in attendance? The Town Clerk and the Chairman of the Town Centre Management Working Party felt that it was no longer necessary. It was suggested he attend 6 months ago when there was a lack of movement/information regarding the redevelopment but now that the re-development has moved on significantly it was felt that there was no longer a requirement for him to attend.

· Chewton Place has closed.

· Mary Portas’ High Street report which will go to the Government, says that there should be a level playing field for car parking charges everywhere – all charge or no charges.  Ambiance in Keynsham needs to be improved. Some properties need to refresh their properties/buildings, which would help to improve the ambiance. The whole traffic flow in Keynsham needs to be reviewed; many of the problems were discussed. Needs to be looked at by residents alongside B&NES Council. There will be a public consultation where people can make their thoughts known. 

· Dispute about the land by Tescos.

· K2A going to planning this month or next. Already in the local plan. Possibility of starting this project in 2013 to end in 2017, 50 houses to be built each year.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


That the next meeting of the Working Party be held on Monday 2nd April 2012 at 10.00am.


The meeting closed at 11.17am.

SIGNED.................................................. (Chairman)   DATE....................................................


