
KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KEYNSHAM TOWN HALL AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:

Councillor R. Staddon –Chairman

Councillors D. Brassington, R. Clark, T Crouch, C. Davis, C Fricker, S Gill, A Halliday, G Hellier, C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, 
B Simmons, K Simmons and A Wait.
IN ATTENDANCE
J Swift, Town Clerk and D Drury, Deputy Town Clerk and 

 Councillor C Gerrish (Bath & North East Somerset Council)
143.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.
144.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).
There were none.

145.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Town Council’s meeting held on 14th September 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
146.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.
147.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

Thanks went to those Councillors who supported the Chairman at the opening of the new Tesco’s. The Chairman mentioned that he had been asked at a recent meeting of the Internal Audit Sub Committee to provide a Chairman’s job role/description and although he felt this was a strange request this was presently being worked on.
The Chairman asked if Members were content to move agenda item 14 and 15 to this point on the agenda.  This was agreed.

148.
SPEAKERS


(i) GRAFFITI AT THE SKATEBOARD PARK
Andy Plummer from Bath & NE Somerset Council spoke on graffiti issues at the skateboard park. Andy and his team have a vast experience of dealing with graffiti 
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across the whole area and have a lot of knowledge on this subject. He said that zero tolerance on graffiti was the best way to tackle graffiti problems. Paint/graffiti in the bowl area can be a danger and it also interferes with the riding experience. 
There would be no cost to the Town Council as Andy and his team would remove the graffiti, which was a delicate process and would take time. Graffiti can be allowed in controlled areas under license, an example of this is the Centre 69 project in Bath. Several questions were taken and it was agreed that there was no easy fix to this problem. 

Councillor Crouch proposed that there be zero tolerance on graffiti in the bowl area for now, due to safety reasons. There needs to be discussions with B&NES Council regarding licenses for graffiti and thought needs to be given regarding Abrasives artwork in the bowl. All agreed.


RESOLVED:

That the above proposal be agreed.

.
(ii)
KEYNSHAM MULTI SPORTS FACITLY
Tony Hickman spoke to his report (previously circulated with the Agenda) and said he wanted to replicate what was working well at Alice Park in Bath. Questions were taken. 

149.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

Before taking questions the Chairman reminded Councillors that some questions could be answered by the Town Clerk and did not always warrant having to go to Town Council/Chairman as a question.
Questions received from Councillor C Fricker:

(1) 
Given my earlier question to Council on 17 August 2010 about the future of Fry Club it was agreed to invite an input from a senior Banes executive about current plans and commitments. After two months can Council be advised about developments?
The Town Clerk said that it was felt by B&NES Council that their officers were providing as much information as they had, which regarding the Fry Club wasn’t that much. Several Councillors and the Town Clerk attend Keynsham Development Advisory Group meetings but as the minutes from these meetings are confidential it is difficult to pass on very much information. 

It was suggested that a ‘chase up’ system should be put in place to receive answers/follow ups to Councillors questions. The Clerk said that she had sent several emails regarding Councillor Fricker’s question on 19th August, 
2nd September, 16th September and 6th October and didn’t feel that she could do anymore than she already had to chase answers from officers.

It was mentioned that the Fry Club had been offered the opportunity to talk to the Town Council but had never taken up the offer.
(2)
Council was advised in June about significant changes in Banes Personnel                                                         which would improve the poor state of Keynsham public toilets commented on by visitors to the Town. May we have an update about progress in this matter?
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The Clerk emailed for an update on the toilets on 6th October and would report back when she received a response.
150.
MOTION ON NOTICE
Councillor D Brassington spoke to his motion and said in view of the serious prospect of Time Out being axed due to financial constraints, he would like to suggest that the Town Council calls a public meeting to enable all interested groups in the Town to come forward and express their desires to keep youth work in Keynsham alive.
It was suggested that a meeting be held once a decision has been made. Some felt that the Town Council should be seen to consult. Due to severe time limitations it would be difficult to consult with the public.
A vote was taken. There were 4 in favour, 5 against and 6 abstentions; therefore the motion was not carried.

RESOLVED:

That the above motion be rejected.   
Councillor Hellier spoke to her motion. A sub committee was set up from the Young Peoples liaison group - Celebration of Keynsham Youth –to promote an event next spring. Will the Town Council agree that this committee should become a Working Party called Keynsham Youth Fest Working Party, which reports directly back to the Town Council? 

A vote was taken. There were 14 in favour and 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:

That the above motion be approved.

As there is no budget for this committee in the present financial year, will the Town Council agree a nominal amount of £500 can be taken from the “Power of well Being” budget in this financial year, if necessary.
A vote was taken. There were 14 in favour and 1 abstention.
RESOLVED:


That the above motion be approved.
151.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS
Planning Committee – 27th September 10, Keynsham Young People’s Liaison Group – 23rd September 10, Internal Audit Review Sub-Cttee. – 21st September 10, Arts Working Party – 16th September 10, Victorian Evening Working Party – 13th September 10 and Celebration of Keynsham Youth Sub Working Party – 15th September 10. 
RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the above meetings be received.
 T.C. MINS.                                                             -4-                               12th October 2010
152.
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
It was agreed that any amendments be emailed in advance of the next Town Council meeting.
 RESOLVED:

That the recommendations to amend Standing Orders stand adjourned until the next meeting of the Council – 16th November 2010.
153.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 6 (September 2010)
The following question was received from the Lib Dems.

The totals at the bottom of the schedule of accounts do not add up. £42291.74 + 1186.09 = 43477.83 not £43487.50 as shown. I think the VAT from CN 404 may have been omitted. Does this carry forward into the accounts or is the schedule of accounts purely for Councillor’s benefit?

 VAT wasn’t added onto the schedule of accounts for CN404 as mentioned. It has now been amended. The final figure of £43487.50, which is carried forward to the bank reconciliation, remains the same.

RESOLVED:


That the Schedules of Accounts for Month 6 (September) be approved.
154.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 6 (September  2010)

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for Month 6 (September 2010) be received and noted. 

 155.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 6 (September 2010)
RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for Month 6 (September 2010) be received and noted.
 
156.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 6 (September 2010) 

The following questions were asked:

4405 - why is this budget overspent ? This was brought up at a previous meeting - Cheque no. 1791 dated 25th June to E-on – electricity bill for Cemetery. Due to the changeover of suppliers in the last financial year E-on did not submit a bill for electricity used at the Cemetery, hence this amount is for a year’s supply – from 5th May 2009 to 4th May 2010 and has caused an overspend on this years budget.

4670 - why is this budget overspent ? This is an error and was coded incorrectly. All of the multi sports attendance duties were coded under this budget code when these entries should have been coded under 4670. This has already been noticed and been amended.
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4505 – Vehicle running costs: Now we own our own vehicle and given that the budget is 88.1% spent mainly from the return of the leased vehicle is it envisaged that this budget should be increased in the next financial year?

Yes, there will be vehicle tax, mot and a service to pay for plus any repairs that may be required.

1010 Cemetery: Once more it looks as though this budget will give more income to this council than expected. Have we reached the point where we should be actively seeking an alternative site for a new cemetery?   

Yes, this could be looked into if the Council so wished. I believe some London cemeteries bury on top of each other but the exact details of this are not known however if required further information can be brought to a future Town Council meeting?
This was discussed and the Clerk was asked to provide more information for the next meeting.
RESOLVED:

(i) That the Budget Monitoring for Month 6 (September 2010) be received and noted.

(ii) The Town Clerk to find out how long there is left at the Cemetery and what are the main reasons for the increase in income at the Cemetery.

157.
CONCLUSION OF AUDIT
RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

158.
KEYNSHAM CEMETERY CHAPEL


Members received information on crack monitoring at the Cemetery Chapel.

RESOLVED: 

(i) That the Town Clerk proceeds with the recommendations at the estimated cost of £200 plus VAT and 
(ii) 
That the Town Clerk arranges a Tree Condition Survey at a cost of £350 plus VAT(to be coded to 4401 (Chapel Maintenance) for which there is a budget of £750).

159.      ENTERING KEYNSHAM IN THE SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM COMPETITION

 RESOLVED:
That a minimum of £1000 be put into the budget for the SW In Bloom competition and that this be coded under the Keynsham In Bloom budget.
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160.
RENTING OUT THE TOWN COUNCILS OFFICE MEETING ROOM

A lengthy discussion took place about whether or not to rent out the room and for how much. In the end it was agreed to allow Business Link to rent  the room but at a more competitive price. All agreed that £50 per half day should be charged.


RESOLVED:
That the Town Council office meeting room be rented to Business Link for £50 per half a day.
161.
WINTER NEWSLETTER

The following comments were made:

· Could the 0845 number for the police be checked as this number was thought to be incorrect
· South Ward needs to be updated

· Youth Fest article needs to be added

· Music Festival notice not so large in the winter newsletter and to put more emphasis on the Victorian Evening.


RESOLVED:

To keep the same format as in previous years.
162.
NHS BATH & N.E. SOMERSET – RIGHT CARE BEST VALUE
It was proposed that an Ad Hoc Consultation Working Party meeting be organised to deal with this.


RESOLVED:

That a meeting of the Ad Hoc Consultation Working Party be arranged.

163.
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS OUTSIDE TOWN HALL
A discussion took place and all agreed that to pay £9000 for lights not to be working after 2 or 3 years was unacceptable.
Councillor G Hellier proposed that Millennium Quest be written to again. This was not seconded therefore the proposal was not carried.

Councillor T Crouch proposed that no further action be taken. A vote was taken. There were 13 in favour and 2 abstentions.
RESOLVED:

That no further action be taken over regarding this matter.
164.
RE-DESIGN OF THE YOUTH SERVICE – UPDATE


RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.
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165.
LITTER PICKING AT MEMORIAL PARK

It was requested that the Town Clerk find out if the same amount of cover was being offered over the winter or would less man power be available which would be the preferred option. As the skateboard park was still well used over the winter months it was agreed in principle to retain the service.
RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk would look into retaining the service over the winter months.

166.
AD HOC WORKING PARTY – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

167.
MANOR ROAD PLAYING FIELDS
The Town Clerk reported that she had been to look at the new container and suggested having it painted the same colour as the pavilion so that it would blend in rather than stand out, this would be the preferred option rather than to move it due to logistic reasons, damaging the pitches and complaints from neighbours close to the existing container. 
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk would reply to the complainant and organise for the container to be painted.
168.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT
RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

169.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS 
RESOLVED:


That the correspondence items as listed on the agenda be received.

170.
INFORMATION ITEMS 
RESOLVED:


That the information items listed on the agenda be received

171.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be held on Tuesday 16th November 2010 commencing at 7.30pm.
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172.    EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business by reason of the confidential nature of business to be transacted.

173.
KEYNSHAM MULTI-SPORTS FACILITY 
A discussion took place and it was agreed that the idea, in principle, was a good one however it needed to be looked into first. 


RESOLVED:

That the following action be taken:

· Obtain permission from B&NES Council

· 50% profits across the board

· Legal agreement to be drawn up
174.
INTERNAL AUDIT QUERY

It was suggested that the Internal Auditor be changed. A discussion took place and it was agreed to write to the internal auditors but not to change them at this time, although this could be reviewed in the future. A vote was taken. There were 11 in favour and 4 abstentions.


RESOLVED:


That the internal auditors be written to.
The meeting ended at 9.30pm.
SIGNED: ....................................................          DATED: ....................................

                             (Chairman)

