



KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KEYNSHAM TOWN HALL AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:

Councillor R. Staddon – Chairman

Councillors D. Brassington, T Crouch, C Davis, C Fricker, 
A Halliday, G Hellier, C Kirwan, K Kirwan, A Matthews, K Simmons and A Wait.
IN ATTENDANCE
J Swift, Town Clerk    
175.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors B Simmons, S Gill, R Clark and C Gerrish (Bath & North East Somerset Council).
176.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority (Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).
There were none.

177.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Town Council’s meeting held on 12th October 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
178.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.
179.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

(i) There are an unusual amount of ‘confidential’ items on the agenda this month, this is not normal and items are only made confidential if absolutely necessary. This months confidential reports were down to local businesses and finances involving them being mentioned.

(ii) Can members please be aware that the office staff over the next two weeks will be very busy due to the Victorian Evening and the Budget being worked upon. Although visits welcome at other times at the moment can they please be kept to a minimum and if necessary appointments made with the Town Clerk if there is something important to discuss.

(iii) Can members please aware of the length of time taken for discussions due to the large agenda.

(iv)
The ‘Role of Chairman’ has now been completed (copies were handed to all members present). It was suggested and agreed that this item should go on the Agenda for next months Town Council meeting for discussion.
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180.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

Question received from Councillor T Crouch:

Can a letter be sent from the Town Council congratulating Keynsham Town Ladies Reserves football team for their British record win, after wining a match 41-0? All agreed.
Question received from Councillor K Kirwan:

Can the Town Council write to B&NES Council regarding the new parking regulations as there has been very little publicity, no co-ordination with the Town Council and residents should have been notified. All agreed.
181.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS
Town Centre Management Working Party – 18th October 2010, Planning Committee – 18th October and 8th November 2010; ‘Keynsham Youth Fest. Working Party – 21st October 2010; Victorian Evening Working Party – 21 October and 9 November 2010. 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the above meetings be received.
182.
PREVIOUS QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

RESOLVED:


That the information be noted.
183.
HIRE OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING ROOM
The Town Clerk was asked if the days Business Link require the room for in the report would work. The Town Clerk could not foresee any problems as there are very rarely meetings held on Fridays and the Wednesday is required once a fortnight.
RESOLVED:

(i)
That the room is rented out but first obtain permission from the landlord as mentioned in the report.

(ii)
That Business Link use the meeting room for the dates and days mentioned in the report, after permission has been sought from the landlords.

(iii)
That B&NES Council’s Housing Surgery continue to have the room on a Thursday morning.

184.
HOLMOAK ROAD PLAY AREA
A discussion took place regarding the slide at Holmoak Road. It is a well used piece of play equipment and the Town Council’s policy is to replace. Although houses will be built that may possibly effect the play area the time of this is unknown. Money for replacement would come out of reserves. The vote to replace the slide was 11 in favour and 1 abstention and to repair the Harlem Unit, the vote in favour was unanimous.
RESOLVED:

(i)
That the Wicksteed slide is replaced with a similar one.
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(ii)
That the Harlem Unit be repaired.

(iii)
That all other play equipment that comes into disrepair be dealt with individually and at the time.

185.
KEYNSHAM CEMETERY - INCOME AND EXTENSION
It suggested that it is looked into that an area is created for casket burials only and information is provided about burying on top of existing graves. The Town Clerk will collate the information required and report back to the Town Council.
RESOLVED:

That the report is received and the information mentioned above be presented to the Town Council at a future meeting.
186.
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The following changes were proposed and seconded by Councillor G Hellier and T. Crouch and all were in agreement:
S.O 5 - "and Vice-Chairman (if any)" to be removed. .
S.O 61 - Amend ‘his’ to ‘the’
S.O 69 – Full stop after ‘working party’ remove ‘and’  
S.O 92 - Omit ‘election’
S.O 99 – After the word ‘levied’ insert at the January meeting.

S.O 106 – Add at the end ‘unless otherwise decided by the Council’
S.O 122 - Change ‘he’ in the last sentence to ‘they’
S.O 135 – Change ‘paid’ to ‘given’
 
Change all references to the Personnel Sub-Committee to read Personnel Committee. 
S.O. 26 - It was agreed not to change but to ensure that a declaration form was available at meetings. 
It was also mentioned that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations would need to be reviewed yearly by the Internal Audit Sub Committee and that this should be made clear in the Terms of Reference and put on the Agenda for that Committee.
RESOLVED:

That Town Council’s Standing Orders be amended as listed above.
187.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 6 (September 2010)
The following questions were asked:
There are a number of estimated electricity bills presumably because no one was present when the meter reader called. Have these estimates been checked with actual use because you can usually provide your own reading if they are inaccurate? They do come and take readings however not on a monthly basis (the bills are monthly). They have just been to read them so the next bills will be accurate.

We seem to be using D J Phillips for a lot of equipment. Why is this?
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DJ Phillips is the best local supplier of equipment/items for grass cutting and for servicing.
RESOLVED:


That the Schedules of Accounts for Month 7 (October) be approved.
188.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 7 (October  2010)
The following questions were asked:
Please can you tell us where the income for the Music Festival and the Victorian evening has come from and what was the reason for the Business mobiles refund? 

KMF - £500 = contribution from Fair-trade

VE - £4,000 = contribution from B&NES Council and the rest from stall holders.

Business Mobiles = the deal was to include a promotional refund of £41 per month; this has only just been paid to the Town Council.

RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for Month 7 (October 2010) be received and noted. 

 189.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 7 (October 2010)
RESOLVED:

That the Petty Cash Expenditure for Month 7 (October 2010) be received and noted.
 
190.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 7 (October 2010) 

The following questions were asked:

4027 – Insurance is already 73.8% spent. Are we going to be overspent and by how much? Yes we will be overspent, the reason for this was because the insurance company that provides the insurance for the vehicles has been changed to get a better rate so whereas before we were paying monthly, with the new company it was paid up front which will cause the overspend. 

4129 – Transfer Arts Development – Unable to track the whereabouts of the £1100 transfer. Can you please explain? The Arts Development Officer had some money in earmarked reserves and so this was a transfer from the Arts Development code to earmarked reserves.

4405 – Cemetery Utilities – Can only track the Opus energy bill. Where is the spending of £109 in this budget heading come from?  £61.00 was for rates and £47.71 for the Opus Energy bill. There was an error on the schedule of accounts which has now been amended. £61.00 was coded against 4509 when it should have been 4405.  

4704 & 4718 – Play equipment – Would it not be prudent to vire some of the expenses from budget 4704 which is overspent to budget 4718 which is the reserve for this situation? Yes this was already noticed and is going to be done. The Town Clerk suggested that the correct code was 4711(Play area refurbishment/resurfacing) and not 4718 (Capital Equipment Reserve) as suggested. This would still be an overspend but in the correct code/heading and would therefore come out of reserves at the end of the year. All agreed.
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1001 – Allotments – Why are the receipts in this budget £38 less than what we budgeted for especially as we control the income we demand from the Allotment Society? I don’t know how the previous Town Clerk decided upon this amount to put in the budget, sorry but unable to answer this question. 

RESOLVED:

That the Budget Monitoring for Month 7 (October 2010) be received and noted
191.
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

192.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENT – TESCO DEVELOPMENT, ST.JOHNS COURT, KEYNSHAM

It was suggested that the Town Council write to Glen Chipp at B&NES Council as it was felt that an ESCROW account should be set up to enable the Town Council to manage and make the decision regarding the Section 106 funds. This was suggested by a B&NES Council officer in an email to the Town Council “one of the ways that this contribution could be distributed is through the Town Council and it is feasible that the money could be passed to the Town Council for this purpose, although a legal agreement in this respect would be required”

RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk write to Glen Chipp as above and to write to the Chairman of the Fear Hall Management Committee informing them that the Town Council are not custodians of the money.

193.
B&NES COUNCIL – CHILDRENS SERVICE REFORM UPDATE – YOUTH SERVICES (PRESS RELEASE)

RESOLVED:

That the information be noted
194.
AD HOC WORKING PARTY MEETING
RESOLVED:

That the information be noted

195.
CEMETERY TESTING
The Town Clerk gave thanks to Vivienne, in the office, for organising the testing promptly and efficiently. 

RESOLVED:

That the information be noted
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196.
GUEST SPEAKER – ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – APRIL 2011
Members suggested that the new vicar at St Johns Church be invited as Guest Speaker at the 2011 Annual Town Meeting.

197.
BADGE FOR VICE-CHAIRMAN
A lengthy discussion took place with mixed views; some members felt it was not necessary especially during the present challenging financial times. Others felt it 
was important to have a representative from the Town Council at functions and events that could be easily recognised, as do other Town Councils. Comments were made that members were not aware and had no way of knowing how often the 
Vice Chairman had to step in for the Chairman. It was agreed to purchase the £60 badge. The vote was 5 in favour, 3 against and 4 abstentions. 
RESOLVED:

That the £60 badge for the Vice Chairman be purchased.

198.
LITTER PICKING AT SKATEBOARD PARK
RESOLVED:

That the information is noted and that the litter situation is monitored over the winter.

199.
KEYNSHAM STATION RAMP
It was suggested that the Town Council do not make a financial contribution to make up the shortfall in funding especially as it cannot be delivered within budget. The vote was 11 in favour of not making a financial contribution and 1 abstention.


RESOLVED:

That the Town Council would not be making a financial contribution. 

200.
PHARMACEUTICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT
It was proposed that an Ad Hoc Consultation Working Party meeting be organised to deal with this. The following Councillors wished to attend the meeting: Councillors T Crouch, G Hellier, R Staddon and C Fricker.

RESOLVED:

That a meeting of the Ad Hoc Consultation Working Party be arranged.
201.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT
A question was asked if the burnt out dog bin was going to be replaced. The Town Clerk informed members that it would be and hopefully at no cost to the Council.
RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.
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202.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS 
RESOLVED:


That the correspondence items as listed on the agenda be received.

203.
INFORMATION ITEMS 
RESOLVED:


That the information items listed on the agenda be received

204.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

That the date of the next meeting be held on Tuesday 14th December 2010 commencing at 7.30pm.
205.    EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business by reason of the confidential nature of business to be transacted.

206.
BANDSTAND LICENCE
The vote to contribute towards the legal costs for the bandstand licence was 11 in favour and 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:
That the Town Council would contribute towards the legal costs for the bandstand licence.
207.
BANDSTAND SHED

It was suggested that the Arts Development Worker should be asked whether one or two doors would be preferable for the bandstand shed. The situation regarding the Architect and the tendering process was discussed and it was agreed that the Town Clerk would also obtain some quotes. 


RESOLVED:
That the Arts Development Worker is asked the question regarding the doors for the bandstand shed and that the Town Clerk obtains 3 more quotes for the shed.
208.
KEYNSHAM MULTI-SPORTS 

RESOLVED:

That the Park Café’s proposal be accepted.
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209.
KEYNSHAM CEMETERY – FEES AND CHARGES
A lengthy discussion took place with various options being suggested. It was agreed to bring the item back to the next Town Council meeting and the Clerk to provide information (as done previously) on what other parishes do. At the next Town Council meeting the following will be decided upon.

(i) Length of time residents have to have lived in Keynsham/been out of Keynsham.

(ii) Moving without choice situations e.g. nursing homes.
(iii) What the new two tiers will be.
RESOLVED:

That the above action is taken and this item be discussed at the next Town Council meeting.
210.
TIME OUT FUNDING 
The Town Clerk provided the following information regarding the sessions that could be provided under the three options. The information was provided by two different B&NES Council officers (a) and (b), hence two suggestions for each option.
Option 1

(a)
5 or 6 sessions

(b)
one to one or small group + 3 session and 2 detached or 4 sessions and 1 detached.
Option 2

(a)
3 or 4 sessions

(b)
3 sessions + 3 youth workers or 1 detached or project session

Option 3

(a)
2 or 3 sessions

(b)
2 sessions

It was decided that as this was such a complex subject with many questions

needing to be answered that a Special Meeting of the Town Council be arranged to include Paula Bromley from Youth Services. Date to be arranged and notified.


RESOLVED:


That a Special Meeting of the Town Council be arranged to discuss the above item.
211.
INTERNAL AUDIT QUERY


RESOLVED:


That the information be noted.
The meeting ended at 9.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present.
SIGNED: ....................................................          DATED: ....................................

                             (Chairman)

