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MINS TOWN COUNCIL 

16TH August 2011

KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 16th August 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Keynsham.
PRESENT:

Councillor G Hellier (Chairman) 
Councillors T Crouch, C Davis, C Fricker, B Jenkins, D Johnson, 
K Kirwan, A Matthews, L O’Brien, S Rossiter, B Simmons, K Simmons and R Staddon. 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jo Swift –Town Clerk and Councillor C Gerrish (B&NES Council).
91.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor A Hickling (work).
92.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive any Declarations of Interest under the Local Authority(Model Code of 
Conduct) Order 2007 issued under SI No. 11/59 including paragraph 12 (2).

Councillor G Hellier declared an interest in agenda item 12 – member of the Butterflies Haven Group.

93.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 19th July 2011 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

94.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr Adam Heard spoke and presented a signed petition regarding a disabled ramp being installed at Keynsham Train Station. The petition has been signed by 1000 Keynsham residents and Jacob Rees-Mogg has also signed it and will take it to Parliament. Mr Heard has been informed that the ramp is in the pipeline but there has been a lack of information and a date is unknown therefore he wants to present the petition to the Town Council to hopefully push this matter forward.
Councillors B Simmons said that Network Rail had put a bid in but had to resubmit it due to the bid not being high enough. B&NES Council have £50K for the project and Network Rail will know in September if the bid has been successful or not. If successful it is anticipated that the project will be completed by March 2013.

There is little that Keynsham Town Council can do due to the financial implications of the project, however it was suggested that the petition be received and sent on to Network Rail and that Mr Heard also presents the petition to B&NES Council.

Comments were made about the cost of the project and how very expensive it seemed.

The Chairman asked if Members agreed to move agenda item 7 and 8 to this point on the agenda.  All agreed.
95.
DEREK QUILTER – WELLSWAY SPORTS HALL
Derek Quilter (B&NES Council) attended the meeting to speak on options for the new proposals for the Wellsway Sports Hall. Huw Lewis (architect) gave a presentation and took questions. 

Concerns were expressed regarding the sustainability and thermal efficiency as it has been reported that it doesn’t meet the government’s recommendations - the building will comply with building regulations which have controls regarding environment impact and sustainability.

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the public to ask questions. 
Concerns from the public were about the access and noise. It was suggested that the car parking be moved away from resident’s properties. This had been looked into but Highways were not in favour of this as there were concerns about the increase of traffic from Bath Road. The same restrictions on pedestrians will apply/remain.
Standing Orders were reinstated.

96.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
Jane Brewer, Senior Arboriculture Officer for B&NES Council attended the meeting and gave a talk on Tree Preservation Orders in general and the avenue of trees at the Cadburys site. Jane agreed that the avenue of trees were a treasure of Keynsham. They have been assessed and Geoff Webber (B&NES Council) has had discussions with Kraft regarding them. Kraft is keen to retain the trees and that message will be sent to any potential developer, there is no threat at present. Documents have been prepared for the TPO’s but it is felt that it is too early as all the trees should be saved, so it could send out the wrong message.
Jane handed out leaflets and the assessment form to those present to show what is involved when making an assessment.

Comments were made and questions taken.

As the trees have a disease, a developer could get rid of them but if they had TPO’s on them this would then be more difficult. Jane said that another avenue of trees could be planted in the case of having to lose the trees from disease.
The avenues of trees are shown in early historical photographs and are of extreme value to Keynsham, they need to be protected now.

Kraft in the past have made statements and gone back on these statements  therefore this causes concern, agree also that the TPO’s are needed now. Whilst they remain unprotected they are in danger of being taken down. Jane said that no one could do this as a developer is not on board yet and the importance of the trees is known. 
If the papers are ready for the TPO’s, how long would it take to proceed? Jane said that it wouldn't take very long.
Jane suggested that it might be an idea to plant a new avenue of trees that would grow together in uniform in advance of the trees being felled if necessary.

It was reported that the Town Plan results show that a large % of residents want to keep the trees. Jane asked if she could be sent this %.

It was reported that some trees in Bath had suffered damage by dogs chewing on them - have there been any such incidents in Keynsham? Jane had not heard of any but Mark Cassidy would know.

Walnut tree on Bath Hill – a letter has been written to the owners regarding this tree.
97.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

None.
98.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BY MEMBERS

The following question has been received from Councillor T Crouch:
‘When we had an Amenities Committee the members of that Committee visited the various sites we were responsible for over two nights (6pm to 8pm) in July (all Councillors were invited to attend if they wished). As a new Councillor I found those visits very useful. It would seem sensible to do the same now as we have a number of new Councillors. I also remember that it was suggested during the last Council that the Amenities Committee should be reformed and it was agreed we would re-visit this when the new Council were elected. Can we ask the Clerk to bring a report to the next Council meeting with the intention that an Amenities Committee be reformed and visits arranged?’
Site visits - the Clerk said that it might be an idea to ask Dial a Ride to provide the transport so that numerous cars didn’t have to go to the sites. A donation could be given for fuel costs. All agreed.
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk organises site visits and prepares a report regarding reinstating the Amenities Committee to bring to the September Town Council meeting.

99.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Victorian Evening Working Party - 1st August 2011, Planning  Committee - 18th July & 8 August 2011, Town Centre Management Committee - 11th July 2011, Internal Audit Review Comittee -20th July 2011 be received.
Councillor K Kirwan mentioned that he was present at the planning meeting on 8th August 2011 but this had not been minuted. The Town Clerk has noted this.
100.
RECOMMENDATIONS OF INTERNAL AUDIT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Councillor T Crouch reported that he had not received the minutes of the Internal Audit Review Committee so he was unable to comment. (The Clerk has since investigated and can confirm that the minutes were sent to all members on 22nd July 2011).
RESOLVED:

That the recommendations of the Internal Audit Review Committee be approved. 
101.
S106 WORKING PARTY MEETING 

It was requested at the last Town Council meeting that Emily Price attend the meeting but it was decided she would come at a later date when there was more information to pass on. To keep everyone informed the Community Facilities S106 Fund Working Group notes were received and circulated to all members. 

At para 2.4 - £50K has been changed to £80K. This means there would be a maximum of 3 separate awards. It has been agreed that any decisions will be made by Keynsham Town Council and 6 ward Councillors and no action will be taken without agreement of the above-mentioned.
A question was asked if the notes/minutes of the meeting on 15th August would be available – yes they would be available at the next Town Council meeting.

102.
KEYNSHAM YOUTH SERVICE – PROPOSED PARTNERSHIP PROJECT WITH BUTTERFLIES HAVEN GROUP


A lengthy discussion took place and many comments/concerns were expressed. The general feeling is that members feel uncomfortable with the partnership or the word partnership. It was suggested that a more informal system would be more beneficial and should be piloted first with a trial period reporting back after 3 months. Some of the concerns were - why was a partnership required? Are they qualified to do training? What about other organisations? Keynsham Town Council can only spend and provide services for residents of Keynsham. It was felt that more information was required to answer questions/concerns.


Councillor T Crouch proposed that more information be provided for the next Town Council meeting, this was seconded by Councillor R Staddon. All agreed.

RESOLVED:


That Mark Willcox (youth worker) will provide more information for the next Town Council meeting by attending or in way of a written report.
103.
TOWN GUIDE

The general feeling was that it would be better to use a local company. The Clerk said that she hadn’t been given the details as to which company was based where but she thought they were all fairly local companies. Councillor T Crouch proposed that Company A be selected, this was seconded by Councillor R Staddon. A vote was taken; there were 11 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. 

RESOLVED:

That Company A be selected to produce the next Town Guide on confirmation from the Clerk that this Company was local.

104.
ROADSIDE SEAT – CRANMORE AVENUE 

Councillor C Davis proposed that a Phoenix Jubilee seat be purchased. This was seconded by Councillor L O’Brien. A vote was taken, 12 in favour and 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:


That Phoenix Jubilee seat is purchased.
105.
COUNCILLORS’ CLAIMING EXPENSES FOR CAR PARKING
Members were disappointed with the information and read the regulations to mean that expenses for car parking could be claimed for more than just meetings. The Clerk suggested that further clarification be sought and taken back to the next Town Council meeting. All agreed.
106.
SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS – MONTH 4 (July 11)

The following questions were asked:

CN 2134 – What is this £1000 VAT entry in respect of? I didn’t think rent attracted VAT and there is no corresponding entry in the Income & Expenditure account – an

invoice was received for the VAT only as the landlord has elected the property for VAT with effect from 23rd June 2011.
CN 2144 – Why has training for new councillors been coded to budget heading 4080 Election costs? Should it not be coded to 4093 Training? There is £3500 in this budget but it is now very unlikely that the Town Council will have to pay for election costs therefore any training for new Councillors will come out of this code as there is not much left in the training budget which is predominately used for staff.
Members agreed that this should be coded to training and not elections. The Clerk said she would organise for a journal to be done.
CN 2155 - Burial refund. Why has this been coded to 4402 Cemetery general maintenance? It should be a negative to the income code 1010 as that is presumably where it was paid in the first place - It was a payment so has to come out of an expenditure code (4402).1010 is an income code and it is not correct procedure to pay out of an income code.

CN 2156 – Petty Cash – Has it now been agreed to increase the petty cash held to £400 from £300 or was this just for the Music Festival? Earlier in the month it was topped up to £300 (see CN 2119) – this was increased last year when the Standing Orders were reviewed and it was agreed at the Town Council meeting in October 2010.  

CN 2168 - Why has an advert for a youth worker been coded to 4080 election costs? This was a typing error on the schedule of accounts only but was entered correctly onto Omega.
 RESOLVED:

That the schedule of accounts for month 4 be approved.
107.
BANK RECONCILIATION – MONTH 4 (July 11)

 RESOLVED:

That the Bank Reconciliation for month 4 be received and noted.
108.
PETTY CASH EXPENDITURE – MONTH 4 (July 11)
RESOLVED:


That the Petty Cash Expenditure for month 4 be approved.
109.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT – MONTH 4 (July 11) 

The following questions were asked:

4092 – Subscriptions – Why has this gone over budget already? The Town Clerk spoke to the Chairman about this - a payment was made to SW Provincial Employers for a subscription that wasn’t listed on the May agenda for approval. The Town Council has always been a member and therefore the price quoted for the job evaluations was quoted at a member’s price which is considerably cheaper than for a non member. It was much more cost effective to continue the subscription for a further year to take advantage of the reduced cost of the job evaluations.

4101 – Christmas Lights - Presumably the amount paid out for this was for last year. Have we got money in earmarked reserves for this year or is it a payment in advance? Yes, this is for last years lights and there is money earmarked for this.

4111 – Youth Fest – Where has the negative £352 come from? This was due to the change of the cost centre on the budget monitoring. Youth Fest was moved from activities/services cost centre 103 to Youth Cost Centre 401. So that is why is shows a minus this month, next month 4111/103 won’t be showing.

RESOLVED:


That the Budget Monitoring for month 4 be received and noted.
110.
CADBURYS FUNDING 

Thanks was given to all those involved in obtaining this funding from the Cadburys Foundation.

111.
RE-DEVELOPMENT OF KEYNSHAM TOWN HALL/THE CENTRE – SUMMARY REPORT
It was reported that a consultation will take place, details when known would be notified to members.

112.
LITTER BIN – BUS STOP AT ASHTON WAY
There are 9 litter bins in the car park; it was asked if 1 could not be moved to the bus stop at Ashton Way. Councillor L O’Brien reported that she would continue to communicate with Wayne Honey (B&NES Council) regarding this.
113.
MANOR ROAD WOODLAND

The Clerk asked members if they preferred an evening visit or weekend, the majority preferred an evening. The Clerk to organise.

114.
QUEENS JUBILEE - 2012

Councillor K Simmons proposed that this item be brought back to the next Town Council meeting with suggestions from members, this was seconded by Councillor
L O’Brien.

RESOLVED:


That this item be put on the agenda for the September Town Council meeting.

115.
CEMETERY HEADSTONE SAFETY TESTING

No further comments.
116.
MEMBERSHIP – ROYAL UNITED HOSPITAL


RESOLVED: 


That Members join on an individual basis if they so wished.

117.
DAMAGE/VANDALISM REPORT


No further comments.

118.
OLD SCHOOL BUILDING OFF BATH HILL IN KEYNSHAM 

The information was noted and there were no further comments.
119.
(DAPPS HILL, KEYNSHAM) (RESIDENTS’ AND CONTROLLED PARKING) (ZONE D) ORDER 201
It was reported that there were several more notifications that had been issued and surprise was expressed as to why these were not on the agenda. The Clerk said she had not received any others. This would be looked into and the notifications would be emailed to members.
120.
CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS 
None.
121.
INFORMATION ITEMS

That the information items as listed on the agenda be noted.
122.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:

To note that the scheduled date and time for the Town Council's next meeting is Tuesday 13th September 2011 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting ended at 9.40pm. There were 5 members of the public present.
SIGNED......................................................................................DATE.......................................


(CHAIRMAN)


