Keynsham Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 {51 2015/234)

Date of announcement 15% November 2024

The audit of accounts for Keynsham Town Council for the yvear ended 31 March 2024 has been
completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for inspection by any local government
elector of the area of Keynsham Town Council on application to:

Dawn Drury Town Clerk
15-17 Temple Street

Keynsham
BS31 1HF

Tel: 0117 986 8683

Email: townclerk@keynsham-tc.gov.uk

By appointment (Monday to Friday, excluding Bank Holidays) between the hours of 9am and 4pm.

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1 for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Documents will remain available for public access for a period of not less than 5 years from the
date of this notice,.

Announcement made by: Amanda Hazell, Responsible Finance Officer



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement__2023124
Woe acknowiledge as the members of:

our responibility for ensuring that thera Is a sound system of intemal control, including amangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting ments for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

e
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management during the yedr, and for the preparationof
the sccounting siatements. . :

including measures designaed to prevent and detect fraud for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption und reviewed s effectiveness. ita charge. ;

$. Wa took all reasonable steps to sssure curseives has only done what it has the legal power lo do and has
that there are no matters of achual or potental compéied with Proper Practioes in doing so.

! mmmw.mmsmm
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abiiity of this aulhority to conduct iis
business or manage its finances.

Muhmmaﬂpemewmm
inspect and ask questions about this authorlly’s accounts.

considered and documeniad the financlal and other risks i

8. We cariad out an asseesment of tha risks facing this
faces and deak with them properly.

authorlly snd took appropsiats staps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemal controis and/or
external Insurance cover whers required.

6. We maintained throughout the yesr an adequate and
effectiva system of infernal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matiors raised
in reports from intemna! and extomal sudit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, llabitities or
commitments, events or ransactions, ocourring elther
during or afier the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have Included them
in the accouriing statemants.

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capaclly as the sole managing

our

trustea we discharged

responsioifites for the fund{s)/assets, including
finanoigl reporting and, ¥ required, independent
examination or audit. :
*Ploase provide expisnations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for sach ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknessass identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Govarnance Statement.

arranged for @ competent pérson, Wﬂﬂ»ﬂnmdd
controls end proceduras, (o give an abfective view on whether

responded to matters brought to s affention by intemal and
axtornsl sudi.

disclosed sverything # should have about its business activily

has met ail of s responsibiities where, as & body
corporete, It i3 a sole managing brustee of 8 local
trust or trusts.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: _ approval was given:
W. G — NN SN TR REQUIRED
and recorded as minute reference: Chalr IAERY

MINUTE KTFIGRENCE
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

KEYNSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

1. Balances brought
forward

11,615,809

1,619,627

Tolal balances and reserves al the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+} Precept or Rates and
Levies

664,032

697,894

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or raceivable in the yesr. Exclude any granls
received.

3. (+) Total cther receipts

104,154

112,019

Total income or receipts as racorded in the cashbook less
the precepl! or rates/flevies received (line 2). Include any
granis received.

4, (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
379’246 506'01 4 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, amployers pension
conltributions, gratulties and severance payrnents.
§. {-) Loan interest/capital 0 0 Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

8. (-} All other payments

385,122

473,300

Total expenditure or paymants as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capilal
repayments {ling 5).

H?F._(=) Balances carried
forward

1,619,627

1,460,226

Total balances and raserves at the end of the year. Mus!
equal (1+243) « (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short lerm invesiments

1,616,128

1,440,594

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Tolal fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is madad
long term investments 92;1 '223 992 ’449 up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as at
and assets RE AT 31 March.

10. Total borrowings 0 0 The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

from third partiss (including PWLB).

For Local Councils O

| 11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds

| (including charitable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
| 11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statements above
L (including charitable) exclude any Trust transactions.

The Councll, as a body corporale, acts as sols trustee and

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on eilher a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

(1) obl 2024

Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

\8 /ol [aocay

as recorded in minute reference;

HAh

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

NS
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Tel: +44 (0)23 8088 1700 Arcadia House

Fax: +44 (0)23 8088 1701 Maritime Walk
www,bdo.co.uk Ocean Village
Southampton

—————
5014 3TL

Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of
Keynsham Town Council
Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

QOur responsibility as auditors to complete a timited assurance review is set out by the
National Audit Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does
not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit
would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided
by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest ievels of
spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance
Note 0Z (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptrotler and Auditor General. AGN
02 is available from the NAO website - https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and
effective and that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor report 2023/24

On 27 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance
review of Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for
the year ended 31 March 2024. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of
the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability
Return requires amendments as foliows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return {AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in
accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving
cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The internal auditor noted during their review in the year that the council was not
regularly completing bank reconciliations between bank statements and the councils
accounting records for all cash balances held by the council at year end.

For two balances held by the council these were not agreed to third party evidence,
resulting in the balance for the accounts in the account records at 31 March 2024
being incorrect. Corrections were made following the internal audit visit in May 2024
and the internal auditor was satisfied.

c:iprogramdatatactivepdfitempidocconverteriapivinput\$0a023c02baB7 5098 1dbfeBB24ba58da3 79 1983d02d24.docx

BDO LLP, a UK limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales under number QC30%127, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms, A list of members' names is cpen to
inspection at our registered office, 53 Baker Street, London W1U TEU. BDO LLP is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authorily to conduct
investment business



|IBDO

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
& Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

DocuSigned by:

Lhe (p

4670FBT48ABAAZE

BDO LLP - Southampton
14 November 2024

c.iprogramdatatactivepdntempidecconvenierapivinput i $0a02 3c02bad750%e81 dbfel824ba580a3791983d02d24. docx



