
Town Council  Item 14 
Tuesday 23rd June 2020  Black Lives Matter 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
RECOMMENDATION 

To agree a statement for publication by the Town Council to be signed by the Chairman of 
the Town Council. 

DRAFT STATEMENT  

Keynsham Town Council is horrified by the death of George Floyd, which has caused 
enormous shock and outrage, both in the US and around the world. 
 
The Town Council notes the statement released by B&NES and partner organisations and 
stands united with organisations and residents within Keynsham and the across the wider 
community against every form of discrimination, racism and injustice. The killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis has reminded us once again that we cannot and should not tolerate 
racism in any form or from any person. 
 
There are still many injustices to overcome but as Councillors and leaders in our community, 
the Town Council has an important role to play in challenging inequality. We will work with our 
community and B&NES to bring about meaningful change.  
 
We have all been individually affected by this event and we know our staff and residents have 
been as well, as can be seen by the outpouring of local feeling in recent weeks. We join with 
the whole community in acknowledging the pain and trauma the BAME community is facing 
at this time and, to all of our residents, we want you to know that we hear you. We don’t have 
all the answers yet but we are committed to listening, and to learning how we as a Council 
can most effectively challenge inequality and stamp out injustice. 
 
Coronavirus has tested our community, and throughout this challenging period of time we 
have shown our strength, resilience and support for each other, irrespective of our differences. 
Sadly we are still seeing many Coronavirus infections and deaths in this country, and the 
disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on people who are from BAME communities has been 
deeply worrying. 
 
The Council support the right for peaceful protest but it is vital that we all stay as safe as 
possible and maintain social distancing to stop the spread of this virus. 
 
The Council would also like to thank all keyworkers for the work they have been doing to keep 
us all safe over a difficult few months. 
 
Please stay safe, and know that in Keynsham, this Council truly believes that Black Lives 
Matter 
 

 

       Cllr Andy Wait 
       Chairman 
       Keynsham Town Council 


